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growt), hut ihe presence of this hayv-stack
proved (hat tie quality of the land is
all right.  Several other yailways are
referred to. 1 do not know whether Ihey
are warranled; ne doubt they arve. 1
recoguise that we must build railways it
we are to profitably develop the country.
A\ couple of railways are required in my
provinge, and no meniion 15 made of
them, hut 1 hope that the Government or
any future Government—if there is to
be a change—will give these matters early
consideration.  One of (he railways is
from Northamplon to Geraldine, which
is about 15 miles from the terminus of
the present line, and in which distriet
there are men prospecting for lead. Thesg
men, to the number of abaut a dozen, are
ihere are men prospecting for lead. These
there is the Geralline mine, which pro-
duced great quantities of lead in days
cone by, and if this railway is built no
foubt the mine will be reopened. The
Raddera mine, which was elosed for many
vears, iz now working, and last year it
produced over £42,000 worth of lead.
Therefore 1 think that (he railway ve-
ferredd (o should he eons‘rueied, 1t would
mean mneh io this portion of the Siate,
and would be very useful to the =<eiilers
who are battling tliere {o establish them-
selves. Tle other railway to which T
have referred is the continvation of the
Yuna Railway on to dMullewa, ‘There iz
a fine stretch of country between 1hese
two places, and there are many setflers
in the Jistrict: and not only would it he
an advantage to them, bul it would. in
my opnion, be a very great advaniage
ta the working of ithe railways of the
Naorthern systemn. T hope the Goverinneut
will wive These railways eavly and favour-
ahle eonsideration,  We have referred to
a great number of works, and it wecans
money lo earry lhem out. 1 think the
works are warranted, but we neadl more
people here 1o help 1o hear the burden of
paying the piper. T hope that the imui-
gralion policy whiech was startea some
time ago will he vigorously carrield on,
and that we shall see many mora neople
coming inte this State than we have had
just recently. If we are going to develop

and settle this country, we must have
more people. 1 have great faith in West-
ern Ausiralin, and T like to see it prosper.
T am not going to refer at lengih fo 1t
finnueces of the Slate. I (hink fhey ave
not in a very salisfactorvy eondition, It
menns either that we maosl have mereased
taxation, or retrenchment, or better ad-
ministration. T have only to add ihat,
whilst assoeiated with the Conntry narty,
I will give ronsctenlious eonsideration to
every measure that is brought before this
House, aud will vote in the way that T
think wounld be fo the best ndvanlage of
e people, the whele of Lthe people, of
Western Australia,

On wmotion by Hon. R. .J. Lynn, debate
adjourned.

Honse adjonwrned at 5.18 pon.

TLegislative Hssembly,
Thuraday. 2nd July, 1914.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took ihe
Chair ar 430 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT AREAS,
RECLASSIFICATION BOARD.

Mr., MOORE asked the Minister for
lLands: 1, What are the names .of the
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oliicers of ihe board who recently made
an inzpectivn of the wheat arveas for re-
classifieation purposes? 2, Who was ap-
pointed ehairman? 3, Has this Board
made a report? 4, If so, will he lay the
report on the T'able?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Mv. H. F. Johnston, Surveyor
General; Mr. Hewby, Chief Inspector Ag-
ricultural Bank; Mr. . Packham, farer,
2, No appoiniment as chairman was gaz-
etted, 3. Yes, 4, Yes,

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTOXN asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, Has he received the
report of the Re-clasification Board re-
cently appuinted to visit the dry portions
of the wheat belt, and report as to the
best means of affording relief to those
settlers whose lands have heen over-
valued? 2, If so. will he lay the report
of the saul hoard ou the Table of rhe
House?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The report, logether
with the Government’s decision in regard
to the recommendations of the Board, will
be made available at an early date.

QUESTION—STATE TIMBER YARD
AND JOINERY WORKS.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, [s if the intention of the Govern-
ment fo establish a State Joinery factory
and retail iimber yard? 2, If so, where,
and at what estitnated cost? 3, What
value of soft wood, if any, has been
ordered by the Government from the East-
ern States or bevond the Comonwealth?

The PREMIER replied: 1. No action
is being taken at the present time. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, Approximately
to the value of £1,000.

QUESTIONS  (2}—RTATE
SHIP SERVICE.

Repaivs, and Interest and Deprecialion.
Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-

mier: 1. What is the total cost of repairs
to each of ihe Stafe steamers sinee date

STEAM-

of purchase? 2, Has the amount been
debited against cost of running the sleam-
ers? 3. What amount respectively has
been debited for interest and depreaa-
tion ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, In the ne-
counts up to the 30th June, 1913, the
repairs are included  with other costs,
while the aceounts up to 30th June, 1914,
are noi yel complete. To dissect the ae-
counts necessary te et the information
would lake a considerable time. 2, All
accounts representing local additions and
slructural alterations have passed through
the hands ¢f the Superintendent Engineer
before being allocated to the Capital or
Revenue expenditure. The requirements
of the Audit officials have been salisfied
in repard to the alloeations to the end of
June, 1913, During the last twelve
months there lave been practically no
additions to Capital cost under this head-
ing. 3, Deprecintion —“Western .\ustra-
Ha,” £2.666 13s. 4d.: “Kwinana,” £1,750
O3, Ol.: *Euela,” £775 128.; “Una,” £418
14s.; Interest charged to Revenue Aecount
for vear ended 30th June, 1113, £3.592

12s. Rd.

Nteanship \Western Lustralia”

Hou. FRANK WILSON asked the
Premier: 1, Has the Government been
advised that it is impossible to run the
Staie steamer “Western Australia’ except
at a heavy annual loss? 2, [f so, is il
the intention of the Government to con-
tinue running that steamer? 3, What was
the cast of renewing the furnnces which
were burnt down last year?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Govern-
meut vecognises that there will be loss
on the rnnning of the “Weslern Austra-
I1a” on the North-West eoast under pres-
ent rconditions, owing to the design of
the ship being unsnitable for this par-
ticular trade. 2, Yes.  Consideration,
however, i3 to be given Lo proposals which
should obviate loss without prejudice to,
or interference with, the service as al
present constituted, 3. It was found
necessary fo replace only one furnace.
The cost. inclusive of fitting, was £1440,
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QUESTIONS (2)—POWELLISING
AGREEMENT.

Sleeper Contract under the Agreement,

Hon, FRANK WILSON asked the
Premier: 1, In view of the recent rise in
the price of jarrsh sleepers, is it his in-
tention to enforce the contract for the
supply of one million sleepers, which
formed a part of the famous powellising
agreement ! 2. If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The con-
tract referred to was for the supply of
karri, not jarrah, sleepers, 2, The State
saw mills are now in operation, produc-
ing powellised sleepers, and it is not at
present proposed to take any action in
regard to securing supplies of powellised
karri sleepers from any other source.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
million sleepers?

The PREMIER : There is the answer.
Payments and Timber treated.
Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Have any pay-
menis been made under the powellising
agreement? 2, If so, what amount? 3,
What quantity of timber has been treated
under the existing agreement?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for

- Works) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Siate Saw-
mills, £408 18z, 2d. (to Mharch 31, 1914);
W.A.G. Railways, £829 12s, 4d. 3, State
Sawmills, 1,369,655 super feet. W.A.G.
Railways, 2,636,336 super feet. Note—
W.A.G. Railway figures include Royally
paid on piles treated for East Perth new
power station for Public Works Depari-

ment,

QUESTION—STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS.
Ingagement of TWelder.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Minister for Agrieulture: Is it a faet
that a man named Wilfred Shaw engaged
under eontract as an oxvgen acelylene
welder to the Atlas Engineering Com-
pany was induced to break his agrecment
in order that his services should he ob-
tained for the State Implement Works?
2, Is it a faet that he was offered and

is heing paid 1= per day, ineluding
holidays, whereas his agreement with the
company was for 12s. per day, exclusive
of lolidays? 3, If so, does the Minister
propose to endovse the policy of entieing
men away from private employers and
thus become a party to inducing men lo
break itheir agreements? 4, Ts il a fact
thal the paying of this man 2s, per day
ahove the ruling rate has caused the de-
mand from similar workers in the loeo.
shops for an equivalent increase?

The MINISTER IFOR AGRICUIL-
TURE rveplied: 1, No; the position was
advertised in the ordinary way and Shaw
applied, He signed a form representing
himself as not being in employment. 2,
He is being paid 14s. per day. but is only
entitled {» holidays provided under the
Industrial Agreement. 3, Answered by
No. I* 4 T andersiand that representa-
tions have heen made asking for a similar
rate of pay for men emploved on this
particular work, The manager of the
Tmplement Works fixed (his rate as being
a fair one for thoroughly skilled work-
men.

QUESTION—STATE BRICKWORIKS.
COST.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Minister for Works: 1, What is the total
eost of the State Brickworks to date? 2,
What is the cstimated expenditure io
complete same?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, Total cost of Siate
Brickworks to 30th June, 1914, £14,022.
2, Estimated expenditure to eomplete
same, £8,000.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST TSLAND.
VISITORS.

Mr. CARPENTER asked (he Premier:
What was the fotal number of persons
visiting Rotinest Tsland during the last
summer season?

The PREMIER veplied: Records have
not been kept of the number of visitors
to Roftnest Tsland last season, but it is
estimated (hat belween 18,000 and 20,000
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landed on the island between November,
1913, and April, 1914,

QUESTION—WORKERS' HOMES,
LEASEHOLD BLOCKS.

Mr. GILIL asked the Premier: 1, How
many blocks of land have heen made
available for Workers’ Homes in Leeder-
ville and Subiaco under the leasehold
section of the Ae¢t? 2, How many of
tlie blocks have been applied for? 3,
Are any blocks now available? 4, If so,
where?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Leederville,
37 lots. Subiaco. 31 loiz. 2, All lots
thrown open in Leederville and Subiaco
have been applied for. 3. Not. in the
places mentioned. 4. Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—RAWMILIL. PERMITS.

Ton. J. AITCRELL asked the Minis-
ter for Lands: 1, Did he withhold for a
period the granting of saw-milling per-
mits? 2, Ts so, were any applications
refused during that period? 3, Were per-
mits subsequently granted without publie
notice of the Minister's intention to do
s0 heing fivst given?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Tt has never been the
practice of the department to grant all
appliceations for permits. 3. The Act
does not require such notice to bhe given.
but Cahinet has approved of an altera-
tion heing made in this respeet.

QUESTION—RATLWAY  TIME-
TABLF, GREAT SOUTHERN.

Mr. 8. STUBBS asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Has his attention been
drawn to the paragraph appearing in a
newspaper issued at Wagin on Satnrday.
27th June, wherein the proprietor alleges
that the Railway Commissioner is ranning
the present time fable on the Great
Sounthern railway at an expenditure of
£3.600 per annum in excess of what it
shonld he? 2. Ts there any trath in the
stalement?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes. 2, There is no 1ruth
i Lhe statement, jt being merely an as-
sertion by the mayor of Wagin and a
depufalion which accompanied him, and
with which statement I see no reason to
agree. [If the suggesiions of the deputa-
tion were adopted a saving of £144 per
annum  might be effected, but only at
considerable inconvenience to the travel-
ling public.

QUESTIONS (2)—S8STATE IMPLE-
MENT WORKS,
Exhibition of Products.

Aly, BLLLIOTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Is it the intention of the
(lovernment to exhibil products of the
State Tmplement Works at the prineipal
agricultural shows throughout the State?

The MINISTER 1OR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: The matter is nnder con-
gideration, but no decision has been ar-
vived at,

Duplicate Parts.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Agricnlture: What steps are
being taken to have dupliente parts for
agrienltural machinery manufactured in
the State Tmplement Works made avail-
ahle in the various agricuitural eentres,
for farmers who require such duplieate
parts?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURY. replied: Applications were in-
vited from persons willing to act as
agents for the sale of machinery parts
in different parts of the Siate, and steps
are new being taken to select sunitable
persons for this purpose.

QUESTION—POISON LANDS
INQUIRY BOARD.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, Has a report been
veegived from the Board whieh recently
visited the distrieis west of the Great
Southern Railway for the purpose of in-
vestigaling matters in conneclion with
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lands that are infested with poison? 2,
Will he Iny the said report on the Table
of the House when it is available?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS
plied: 1, No. 2, Yes,

re-

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion hy the PREMIER (Hon.
J. Secaddan) ordered: That the House,
tnless otherwise ordered, shall meet for
the despatch of business on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, at 4.30 p.m,,
and shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if necessary;
and, if reruisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by ihe PREMIER (Hon.
J. Scaddan) ordered: That on Tuesdays
and Thursdays Government business shall
take precedence of all wmotions and
Orders of the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motions by the PREMIER (Hon.
J. Scaddan) Sessional Committees were
appomied as follow:—

House Committee.—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Taylor, Mr, Underwood, Mr. Male, and
My, Monger, with leave to sit during any
adjournment and during the reeess, and
wilh authority to aet jointly with the
House Committee of the Legislative
Couneil.

Library Commitiee.—Xr. Speaker. Mr.
Turvey, and Mr, Wisdom, with leave to
sit during any adjournmeni and during
the recess, amd with authority to aet
jointly with {he Library Committee of
the Legislative Council,

Printing Commitfee. — Mr. Speaker,
with Mr. Price and Mr. Allen to assist
Mr. Speaker in all maiters which relate
to the printing executed by order of the
House, and for the purpose of selecting
and arvranging for printing returns and
papers presenled in pursuance of motions
made by members, and all papers lad
upon the- Table, whether in answer to
addresses or otherwise.

Standing Orders Committee, — Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees,
My, Hudson. Mr, Nanson, and Mr.

Lefroy. with leave lo sit during any ad-
journment, and with authority to confer
upon subjects of mutual econcernment
with any commiitee appointed for similar
purposes by the Legislative Couneil.

RBILL—FREEDOM OF MARRBRIAGE.
Introduced by Mr. E. B. Johuston and
vead a first time,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Amend-
ments to vegulations under “The Mining
Act, 1004.7

By the Premier: 1. Report of the
Workers’ Flomes Board for the year end-
ing 30th June, 1913. 2, Report of the
Chairman of lhe Workers' Flomes Board
for the period 20th February to 301k
June, 1912.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second day.

bebate vesumed from the 30th June.

Me. TURVEY (continning his re-
marks from Tuesday): Prior to the
adjournment on Tuesday 1 was deal-
ing willh the question of what had
been done in our agricnllural and
horticulural  districts by the present
Government. dealing with the mat-
ter of the frit industry parvtienlarly,
and T expressed the hope that dir. Com-
missioner Moody and his staff would re-
double their energies in lhe direction of
eoping with the dread fruit fly pest. That
brings me fo the maffer of a Bill which
passed this Chamber last session, namely
the Plant Diseases Bill, a Bill which re-
ceived the hearly endorsement of orchard-
ists throughonut the State. But for some
unaccountable reason—probably the hon.
members who disposed of the Bill in
another place will be able to give some
satisfactory rveason for their action; I
hope, at any rate, when thev have the
apportunity, they will give their reasons
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to the fruitgrowers as to why that Bill
was rejecled—the Bill did not find favour
in another place. If ever a Bill passed
this Chamber which was of vital import-
ance to the fruitgrowers it was the Plant
Diseases Bill. No matter where one goes
in the hortieultural districts one will tind
so-called orechardists who are in possession
of land which at one Llime was cultivated,
but has since been neglected. To-day, 1
regret to say, even in my own electorale
there are many such places. These aban-
doned orchards provide ideal breeding
wrounds for the pest 1 have referved io.
The Plant Diseases Bill, whieh was asked
for by the [rvitgrowers, gave power to
the inspectors to deal with these neglected
orchards, I have always held the opinion
that if the owner of & property 'will not
keep his orchard in good condifion it is
absolutely essential that power shuuld be
given to our fruit inspectors to demand
that the owner uprool the trees, or keep
them in proper order, failing which the
Government, throngh their inspectors,
shonld take on the work and charge it
up against the owner.  Provision was
made in the Plant Diseases Bill for deal-
ing with this matter. Some hon, members
in another place gave the Legislative
Council to understand that they were de-
puted by certain fruitgrowers in Western
Australia to oppose that measure, T
would lhike those gentlemen to name the
important froniterowers in Western Aus-
tralin who anthorised them to reject the
Bill. Personally, T have heard the Gov-
ernment teceive nothing but the highest
commendations from all the important
fruitgrowers with whom I am in touch for
having introdured and passed that Bill
throngh this Chambher. Probably some
hen. members opposite will be able fo
supply the reasons for the rejection of
that Bill. However, I wish now to deal
for a moment with what the Government
have done in connection with the agricul-
tural industry and the building of agri-
cultnral railways. I remember that when
the CGovernment came infe power they
were faced with very big commitments,
and T am pleased indeed to notice that in
the last session of thisParliamont the Gov-

ernment have not come forward with many
big railway Bills. [ believe the last Goveru-
ment had authorised somewhere ahout
315 miles of railways. They had made
a starl,. and a start only, on about three
of those railway prepuositions, leaving the
present Government to build close on 500
miles of railway; in faet, although this
Government have built agricultural rail-
ways af a taster rate than ever hefore in
the history of ihe Siaie. vet [ doubt if,
even now, they have had an opportunity
of starting their own railway proposi-
fions, so vast a wileage was left to them
by the last Liberal Governmeni, It is =
pleasant maiter to me fa be able to eon-
gralulate the officers and statf of the Rail-
way Department, and the emplovees of
that service, for the manner in whieh the
record harvest of last year was so.suecess-
fully handled by the depariment. This
is attributable alsv 1o the good work done
by the officers at the head of that depart-
ment. And let me here express my re-
gret that the two leading officers of the
department, probably throngh having
given such close atiention to their work,
ar now on sick leave. I partieularly re-
gret to learn of the reecent ill-health of
the Chief Traffic Manager, a man risen
from the ranks to the high positien in
which he has acquitted himself ereditably
and to the interests of the State. T be-
lieve that man’s devotion to duty in his
position of Chief Traffie Manager has
accounted lavgely for the illness with
which he is now overcome, May I say in
passing that I did not nnderstand, when
the position of Acting Commissioner be-
came vaeant, why a man who had had the
experience that the Chief Trafiic Manager
had in the working of our railways, and
who had oceupied the position of Aeting
Commissioner on previous oceasions,
should not again have been entrusted with
the work. There may be some good rea-
sons for it but T am not aware of them.

Mr. Elliott: He was ill.

Mr, TURVEY: I do not think he was
ill at that time. However, it certainly
seems strange thai the position of Aeting
Commissioner should have been filled hy
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& gentleman taken from the mechanieal
department,

Mr Bolton: A superior wan,

Mr. TURVEY: No doubt he is able
and compelent as manager of the work-
shops but to iake on the whole of so
big a department as the railways is an
entirely ditferent proposiiion. 1 am glad
to note the amount of raillway ileage
being built by the present Government.
It shows that the Labour Government,
under the day lahotir system, have heen
able to earry out their railway proposals
efficiently and at a fas(er rate than ever
before in the history of the State. To-
day we have over 3,000 nmiles of railway,
Wien one comes to consider he popula-
tion of the State, it is indeed a big
mileage, working out, as it does, at about
one mile of railway per 100 of the popu-
lation, a record which, T believe, excels
that of any other Siate of the Common-
wealih. TUnder the Railway Department
has recently heen placed the control of
our tramway system. T do not infend to
go mto details in regard to that, for the
mover of the Address-in-Reply has
alveady ddealt with it, and T notice he was
taken fo task by an hon. member in an-
uother Chamber for having had the anda-
eify to stale that it showed a profit of
some £20.000. That hon. member in an-
other place evidently regards all our
State enterprises, not for the good they
will do to the community at large, but, as
in the ease of privale enterprise, he re-
gards them from the point of profits or
dividends only, The people of the State
menerally lave benefited, and will eontinue
to  henefit. hy the Government having
taken over the framway system. The
huilding of Lthe power house now in course
of construetion will, if the Premier’s pre-
dietions are fulfilled. give a big impetus
to setilement along the vailwav line as
far as Northam. The Premier hopes to
earry oul a scheme of electrification as
far east as Northam. Tn this econneetion,
as one vepresenting many places in the
salubrions climate of the Darling Ranges.

may ! express the hope, too. that
wheu that eleetrification of the rail-
ways  praposal i put  into  opera-
tion the people along such lines as

the Kalamunda line and the Mun-

daring line will be given a heiter train
service than they have to-day. I men-
tion this becanse [ helieve that there are
many people in the State who do not
Enllvy appreciate the valuable asset which
we have in this State, in having the
Darling Ranges, with an altitnde of
1,000 feet, within about 20 miles of ihe
Cily. In other capilal ctties of Australia,
as in Adelaide, they hlavie (he Mount
Lafty ranges, and I bhelieve the places T
have mentioned snch as Darlington, Mun-
daring, Kalamunda, and other places
along the Darling Ranges, are destined
(o be to the mefropolis of this State what
the Mount Tofty distriet is to Adelaide
to-day. Refore leaving this question of
the agriculiural vailways, T wish to refer
to one malter dealt with last session. I
remember the Premier making some re-
ference to the fact that the Government
had taken off the 1s. a ton additional
charge on the spur lnes, and T have a
very vivid reeolleetion of the member for
Northam and other members sitting in
Opposilion saying that the taking off of
this 1s. & ton was of no advanfage to the
farmers, and these gentlemen claim at all
time to be the representatives, the sole
representafives. of the farming interests
of Weslern Anstralia. Speaking as the
mouth-piece of the farming districts of
the Stafe. the ex-Minister for Lands, the
member for Northam, threw a gibe at
the Government that the taking off of the
1s. a ton impast was no benefil to the
farmers. T am personally glad the Gov-
ernment teok the aetion which they did
and re-imposed the shilling & ton. if, as
has been stated by members opposite, that
the taking off of the charge was of no
material advantage to the farmers of the
State. The Government have gone further
in their desire to assist the farmers.
Wiervever the farmer has gone inio the
back country. wherever he has struck out
as a pioneer. (here the Government have
followed him with facilities for giving an
education to his children, We find vear
hy year the amount required by the Edu-
caiion Depariment for school bunildings
constantly inereasing becanse of the num-
her of small schoals (hat  have to be
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erected, and ave being erected by ihe
Lahour Govermnent throughout the agri-
wftural areas. M is only right that this
shonld he so, because I have always held
the opinion that it is of more importance
io the people in this State, more im-
portance to the citizens of the State, that
wur educational system should progress.
it i= of far more importance than that we
shonld have a progressive Publie Works
Policy, because I believe. after all. our
national prosperity depends just as
much on the proper educaiing of our
cifizens as on the developmeni of the
lands.  That heiug =0, | am pleased in-
«leed to see that we have in the present
Minister for Education a man who re-
cognises this, and the Government to-day
have not only met these [uriher needs of
edueation te the farmers’ children, hut
they have been able to supply them with
n hetler class of leacher by virtue of the
fact that the Government have given
higger indugements to the teachers to
take up this elass of work. T refer to the
increase in the salaries to feachers of
small schools, 1 believe when the pre-
vious Governmenf were in power the
salary of a teacher of a small sehool stood
at about £70 per annum. To-day the
salarv has been considerably raised. T
doubt if there is any teachers in the ser-
viee in charge of a school in reeeipt of
less than £110 per annuwm.

The Attorney General:
‘mostly more.

Mr. TURVEY: BEven then it is recog-
nised by members on hoth sides that the
teacher of the infant mind of the Staie
is not paid commensnrate with the im-
portanee of the work entrusted fo his
care. T believe members all recognise that.
but we alse recognise that with such a
vast area to develop, such a vast area in
~vhich to place our schools and over which
to send our teachers, it is impossible with
the small population we have at present
to pay exactly what we would desire,
However, T think the Government will re-
ceive the congratulations of the teachers
of the State for having raised the salary
a little neaver to that of a living wage.
T remember being present at a teachers’
wonference when the leader of the Opposi-

None less;

fion, and the then Minister for Edueation
addressed the leachers of that gathering,
and expressed the liope that if they did
not gel reward in this world at least they
wonld get it in the next, and [ believe
the teachers will; but the Government

are endeavowring to give the teachers
some reward in this world, tbo. I eon-

gratulate the lidueation Department For
the manner in whieh they are earvying
out the policy of lhe CGlovernment with
continuativn schools. It always appeared
to me a considerable amount of waste
etfort on the parf of the edueational au-
thorities n providing free and compul-
sory education fo the children until 14
vears of age, and just at the time when
the ¢hild eonid he taken in hand and ad-
vabeed when (he mind is Atted 1o receive
the {rainine and the knowledlpe, he is
allowed to drop,  Freyuently in the eities
he iz allowed to voam the streets, T was
pleased vecently in having the opportunity
of visiting the continuation classes in the
James-street Sehool in Perth, and it was a
pleasing tribute to the excellent work ear-
ried out by the Educotion anthorities fo
sce those boys and girls, nay, young men
and young womnen, levoting their evenings
to the furtherance of their education.
The Attorney General: And even mar-
ried persons, in the domestie classes.
Mr. TURVEY: Our continuation
classes have not reached (he compulsory
stage, and it shows that vur boys and
girls, and our young men and women,
are desiroits of advaneing their adueation
when we find some of them, as I did that
evening, had to travel seven or eight miles
to catch a train Lo come to Perth fo af-
tend the eontinuation classes. 1 hope
that the present Minister wil] still foster
those eclasses and encourage them in
every way. Then we shall not have
the wastage after childven have reached
14 years, and after the Government
have spent thousands of pounds on
thelr education. We shall have children
attending school up te 14 years of age
and afterwards taken in hand and able
to further continue their studies from the
primary schools to the secoudary schools
and right on to the Tniversity. 1 econ-
eratulate the @overament in  having
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linked up the whole of the educational
systent of the Slate. To-day education is
free Prown the kindergarien to the Univer-
sity: an eduealional system whieh I be-
lieve is unexcelled m any parl of the
world,  We heard a good deal about
the Universily going to be established by
the previeus Governmient, bul the Labour
Government believe in deeds and not in
words alone, and have acted. To-day our
University is a zoing concern in the eity
of Perth.
leaving the question of education to which
b should like to refer, that is, to the pro-
puzal  brought forward by a country
sehool {eacher some time ago to supply
our schools with a better class of desk,
1 refer now (o the desk that is knowa
amongst teachers as the Armsirony desk.
T am sorry it was not adopted.

The Attornex General: 1t has not been
rejected,

Mr, TURVEY: That is some litile con-
ciliation. T am rather sorry it was not
adopted. T eannot think the matter was
viewed properly by those responsible for
holling the question over for further
consideration, because that desk gives to
the children what they never had before,
the obportunity for freedom. How would
we, ax members of the Iouse, like it if
we had to be kept in cvamped and un-
comfortable positions for four and five
hours t{ogether? This parlienlar desk
arranges for a change of posilion, The
veports of the medienl offieers in this
State, who have visited the sehools, say
that there iz eonsiderable danger to healti
and a considerable amount of physieal
unfitness and deformily- hrought abont
by the improper postnre adopted in tha
desk in use to-day, FEven curvature of
the spine may he cansed to clildren by
the desk whiel is in use to-day.

Hou. W. €, "Angwin (Honorary Min-
isler): We have no complaints,

My, TCRVEY: Then T ask the Hon-
orary AMinister to confer with his medical
oflicers on His partigular point and he
will find out that therc are a zood many
complaint=. 1 understood that there had
already been a report on that subjeet, if
not. | hope the Flonorary Minister will
take the opportonity of ealling for a

There is just one matter before .

report upon it, hecause it means so mmek
for the physical fitness or otherwise of
the future citizens of the Slale. T notice
among ihe proposed legislation for the
session thal of constitutional reform. I
just wigh to sayv a word or Lwo in con-
nection with the necessity thal exists in
this State for such lemislation. 1 believe
that here we are sorely in need of ii.
We have ample evidence in tlhis Chamber
that sueh a thing is necessary, We are
told by those opposed to any such reform
that the Second Chamber is essential in
Western Australia as a Chamber of sce-
ond thought to check hasty legislation,
but L nolice when last ~ession the Bill for
the Iniliative and Referendum was sent
to the Upper Chamber they did not hesi-
tate to reject it, heesuse I believe they
thonght if thev gave the power to the
people of the State to deal wib another
place the people would deal with if in a
very deeisive manner. 1 am of opinion
that if ever the people of Western Aus-
Lralia are given an opportunity—I mean
the people, not a section of the people,
but the people as a whole—if they are
given an opportunity to bring aboul re-
for if will ke speedily dove. The Initia-
tive and Referendum, so far as the belief
of the councitlors was voneerned. was that
the Bill would give power to the people
to deal with them, On looking up some
matler in conmcetion with (he proposal,
1 was glad to notice that the Attorney
General of the late Laberal Government
was an advoeate of the nnt-cameral system.
I was somewhat snrprised, alihough I
suppose it was not surprising fo hon.
members who have had an oppertunity
of following that gentleman in this Cham-
ber, to find that he was such a staunch
advocate of Lhe abolition of the Upper
House. The hon. gentlemen comprising
that second Chamber will tell us to-day
that there has been no mandate from the
people for the abolition of the Upper
House. There has been a very clear and
decisive mandate already. I think. how-
ever, | am safe in saying that this Gov-
ernment, if the second Chamber so de-
sired it. would appeal to the people of
the State at any time and be prepared
to bring ahanl somewhal stmilar econdi-
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tions to the double dissolution which ex-
isted in the Federal Legislature, and
appeal to the people direct, provided of
course Lhe Legislative Council would be
prepared to abide by the decision of the
people. In this morning's West :lustra-
tian 1 notice that one hon. member in
another place said that he was satisfled
that the recent elections showed that he
and his colleagues there were maintain-
ing a vight attitude in rejecting the
measures as they had done. He referred
also to the faet that 122 Bills had been
passed, whilst only 32 Bills had been re-
jeeted. What T wish to point out, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, is that of the 122 Bills,
it there was that number, many were
iinor amending Bills.  The Bills of an
important nature, however, whieh were
sent up from thiz Chamber were incon-
tinently rejected by another place, so
1 think the time has come when some-
thing definite should be done, some defi-
nite mefthod arrived at of dealing with
the second Chamber. How the Premier
aud his colleagnes propose to deal with
il 1 do not know. T do not. however, envy
them their task. I believe under our
present constitution it will be found
necessary fo pass a Bill in this Chamber
aud  also through ancther place. We
=1 eak of British Parlianmentary Conslitu-
tion, but even in the Moiher country
the Touse of Tords would nof take
unta themselves the power and rights
that hon. members in another place are
iaking unto lhemselves lo-day., T be-
lieve (hat is due to the fact fhat they
have there a nominee system. Tn this
Sgate, unfortunately, we have for our
Tegislative Council the elective system.
By virtue of this fact, when these people
are elected they have the effrontery to
say “We represent the people, we are the
clected of the people” They are not
clected by the people only. bui by a see-
tion of the whole of the people, thongh
ihev gertainly dominale polities to-day. We
hear people say that there is a Labour
Government in power in Western Aus-
tralia. T have said myself. from several
public  platforms, that there is not a
Labour Government in power in this
Rtate to-day. Truoe, s 3z a Lahour

Government here so far as administra-
tion is coneerned, but so far as the pass-
ing ot legislation to carry out its policy
1s coneerned, if 15 an eutirely different

proposition.

Mr. Bolton: That is what hurts the
others,

Alr. TURVEY: Reference has been

made also by lhon. members when refer-
ring lo Second (hambers, to the Senate,
amdl to the double dissolution. Bul the
Senate is representative of the States as
dizfinet Statles, not representatives of ile
people. Here we have a Chamber repre-
senting one seetion of the people in
one Statre, hut another Chamber, a seconl
Chamber whieh takes unto itself the
eredit of being a Chamber lo eheck hasty
legislation. but is elected by a section of
the people only. Now we want the existing
stale of affairs to be remedied. T am
plensed that there is legislation Tore-
shadowed to deal with it, but T have said
I do not know how the Premier and his
colleagues intend to approach it. T notice,
however. by this morning’s paper that
Sir John Forrest says that lte is coming
at onee to Western Australia to meet the
people of this State face (o Faee. and
te see if he eaunot get their approval to
the aetions of his party, and to restore
self government to the people.

Alr. Dwyer: e will have a job.

Mr. TURVEN: T Sir Jobn and his
friends are desivous, they will find plemty
of scope in this Stale. The Tabour Gov-
ernment will. T am sure, be only foo
pleased to receive the hearty support of
Rir Jolm Forrest and all of his friends
who are desirous of restoring to the
people of Western Australin self gov-
ernment.  When we attempt to pass
measures here of a demaoeratic nature,
onr friends opposite sit back and say,
“God’s in his heaven, all’s right with the
world”  “The Tegislative Counneil still
exists.” Tt is to be hoped that when
we get lhis legislation passed through
this Chamber we shall find some effective
means of dealing with the Legislative
Council. One hon. member in anoilier
place. in dealing with the matter, pointed
out that there were very few Bills that
were rejected, whilst a considerable num-
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ber had been passed. 1 intend briefly
ko deal with some of the measures which
were passed through this Chamber, and
which were subsequently rejected, shel-
ved, or dropped, by another place. Daur-
ing the first session of this T'arlihment
the Labour Govermmnent recognised the
urgent necessity Tor {aking some steps tu
cope with miners’ phthisis and tubercu-
losis, and Lhey consalted with their expert
officers to that end, [ remnember Dr.
Mitchell, from the Coolgardie Sanaior-
i, and other expert oflicers, endeavour-
ing Lo seleet a sutlable site for o Sana-
torium. Their choice fell upon portion
of the National Park-—a place remote
from (he road—and this was selected as
the best known site.  The (fovermment
even then were desirous right through
the first session of taking some steps to
check the dreaded scourge of consump-
tion, a scourge which is ravaging the
whole of this country. Tn fact, the people
of this State as a whole have very little
idea of the inroads that are being made
upon the manhood of Western Australia
through wminers’ phthisis and tuberen-
losis, but this Government recognises it
and one of the first steps it took when
it came info office was to ohtain a suit-
able site for a Sanatorinm., T regret
that the measure was dropped, a measure
for {he re-dedication of portion of that
permanent reserve for the purposes of a
SBanatorium.  The measure was dropped
in the Couneil, and so the Gov-
croment, instead of being able to
find its Sanatorinm  erected, and its
consumptive patients undergoing treat-
ment, had te look round for
another site. T am pleased lo note that
they were suecessful in finding another
site, notwithstanding the aection of the
Legislative Comneil, and that to-day we
have under course of construction at
Waoroloo a thoroughly up-to-date sana-
torium, which when eompleted will he
the finest in the Commonwealth, and will
stand as an everlasting monument of the
Scaddan Government for doing something
to alleviate the sufferings of the unfor.
tunate vietims afflicted with this great
sconrge.

My, Bolton interjected.

Mr. TURVEY: No, they would not
have been afflicted by these scourges if the
hon. gentlemen opposite and their col-
leagues in another place had done their
duty when the main provisions of ihe
Mines Reputation Bill were hefore them.
1 have a very vivid recollection of the oe-
casion when (hat Bill was passed through
this Chamber. Though 1 do not represent
a mining consfituency, [ was particularly
interested in Lhe efforfs that were heing
made by thi= Government to give better
conclitions for those who were winning
the gold from ihe bowels of the earth.
Bul what do we find? We found ihe hon.
gentlemen opposite saying ihat if the
workers were o have hetler eondilions, if
the warking conditiens of the employees
were o be Improved. then we were going
to ruin the mining industry of this Stale.
On the vne hand there was the ‘weighl of
profiis and dividends, and on the offier
hand the weighl of huwan life, and they
gave their vote in favour of the former.
Whilst that Bill was being passed in this
Chamber—whilst it was in the Committee
slage, and we were discussing the neces-
sity for petter conditions for the miners
and those working nnderground—I had
occasion to visit the West Sublago Con-
sumptive Hospital, and there I heleld the
physieal wrecks of what had been the
finest type of manhood i this State—the
wreck due lo miner’s phthisis. T found
these men lying there gasping for their
very breath, and returned to tlns Cham-
ber only {o hear hon. members epjosite
saying that if we give these beller con-
ditions to prevent such inroads upon
human life we shall ruin the mining in-
dustry of the Stale. If there is any in-
dustry in Western Australin which can-
not be earried on without wrecking the
lives of those enwaged in it, then the
sooner than industry Is wiped out the
betfer. I do not, however, believe that of
the mining industry. 1 believe it can be
carried on successfully, and that bhetter
conditions ean be provided for those who
are employed in it. The Bill to whieh T
refer was rejected. Another measure,
one of vast importance to the people of
(his State, that was introduced during the
first session, was the DPublic Works
Amendment Bill, and later on the Land
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Valuation Bill. These too were rejected
by another place, and indeed most of the
measures were rejected on the seeond
reading, They di? not even reach Com-
mittee stage. In fact, it was the practice
to put up one speaker and then reject
the Bill.,

The Minister fer Lands: And now
the Commonwealtll Government is invit-
ing us to pass the Land Valuation Bill

Mr. TURVEY : 1r was the same with
the Public Works Committee Bill. The
hon. the leader of the Opposition at one

time congratulated Mr. Kingsmill, who
some  years ago inlrodueced o I’ublie

Works Cominiltee Bill—T helicve 11 was

in 1901 — providing  for the standing
Tarliamentary  Committee  ro  inquire

into all public works. amd. as 1
he received the congratulations of
even the leader of the Opposition.
Bat when a Labour Government dares
to introeduce o Tublie Works  Cuom-
mittee Bill the propesal at onee becomes
ait  entirely  different one. Now. the
Public Works Aet Amendment Bill which
was rejecied by the Legislative (ouneil.
made provision for fthe resumption of
land at fair valuations, and so did the
Land Valuatien Bill. When this Govern-
ment ecame into power il had nol been
very long in oflice before il recognized the
absolute necessity for some such measure.
in order io prevent, what T may tern. the
robbing of the public funds which was
zoing on af the time. [ say that because
it could hardly be termed anything else.
We find that when some of the properties
were to be resumed by the Government
for public purposes an altogelher fie-
titions value was placed upon them by
the owners. Here is an instance: One
property, belonging I think to Buuning
Bros., of West Perth, whiel: was required
by the Govermmeni, I understand was
valued hy the owners upon their taxation
papers at  £L000 unimproved value.
When, however—and T am speaking now
of the unimproved value which was set
upuen it—when ihe Government desired
to resume it for publie utility, tha own-
er’s valuation was not £1000. but
£10,300. Then again. we find another in-
stanee,  The owner valued hix land ai

say,

£1.006.  Within iwelve months the Gov-
ervwent desired to reswe it, and the wu-
improved value set upon it by the owner
was £4,086, There is still another in-
stance, The unimproved value of the
land was £1,930, which was the value put
on it by the owner. The Government de-
sired to resume the land, and then ihe
owner set an unimproved value npon it of
no less a sum than £8,000. So that you
see, wherever the Government desire to
resume land for publie purposes they are
asked to pay through the nose for it. The
Clovernment reeognised that the people of
lhe Siate were being robbed in this fash-
ion, and they passed through this Cham-
ber the measures to which T have veferred.
When, lrowever, they sent them up to an-
other place they struek a death-bhlow to
some of the vesied interesis of hon. mem-
hers, who perhaps sit in that Chamber,
and the measures were rejecled—some of
them on 1he seeond reading. The division
list in that Chamber will generally show
that the vote was something like 16 to 6
or 18 to 7. It shows the non-party atii-
tude adopted by hon. zentlemen in an-
ollier place. Then again it will be in-
teresting to find out, and 1 presume the
Government fave the power to do so, how
these properties are valued For Federal
faxation purposes, aud for SBtate taxalion
purpoes. T eongratulate the Govern-
ment on the manner in whiel they have
vesumed properties in the wmetropolitan
area, partieularly for public purposes,
such as markets and for giving better
railway facilities, but is it a Tair thing
when the Government degire to do ihis in
the interests of the people. as a whole.
that thev should find themselves robbed
in the wholesale manner which is being
done, Just to deal with a few other mea-
sures rejected by the Legislative (ouneil
—and T desire to refer to them ju order
to show the necessity that exists for some
action heing taken 1o remodel that Cham-
her, The eRi_z-:hts in Water and Trrigation
Bill was passed through this Chamber
and sent fo another place, where we found
one hon, genileman asking for the ap-
pointment of a select committee. When
the malter was heing debated in the Coun-
¢il even Sir Winthrop Hackelt pleaded
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with his colleagues in that House not to
send the Bill to a select committee, re-
marking that he was always tempted to
ask when a Bill of that nature was sent
np, who would attend its funeral when it
came down. Sir Winthrop recognised
why the Bill was being referred to a select
commitiee, and others of his collengues
in that House said distingtly they would
support the reference of the measure to
a seclect committee in the hope that by
doing so the Bill would be defeated.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Tt might have heen
improved.

My, TURVEY: It might have hecen,
but it was improved by this Chamber.
Of ile 30 odd amendments which were
sent to this House by the other Clivnber
all but four or five were aecceptsd, but
these few dealt with vital principles, and
was it right that the Assembly should give
way where vital prineiples were eon-
cerned? | noticed also that Mr. Cole-
batch, whe was responsible for referring
the Bill to a select committee, now de-
clares that he would like the Bill to be
re-introduced, but that it should apply to
one section only. That hon. gentleman
15 inconsistent in making the snggestion,
and as far as the Bill is conecerned, it is
nothing but eant hypoerisy and humbug
for any hon, member in this House fo
advoeale the establishment of the dairy-
g indusgtry in the State, or advocate
intence enliure in the South-West, unless
Land in liand with either of these pro-
rosals be is prepared to advocate irriga-
tion, We have in the South-West—and
1 am well acquainted with that particular
part of ihe State—land which is very
fertile and eapable of producing as much
as the best lands in the Fastern States.
These lands are simply awaiting develop-
ment by the people of this State, and the
present Government recognise that somne-
thing could be done to check the enormons
amount of money which is being sent out
of the State, something like £2,500 daily
for dairy produets which could be grown
on the lands to which I have referred. If
that be so then it is essential that some-
thing should be done. I believe the mem-
ber for Northam did something for the
South-1West when he sent a bateh of men

down there to ringbark the karri forests.
The Scaddan Government set to work to
put these forests to nse. They are mag-
nificent forests and the soil is rieh, and
what T am advoealing now is that by
earryving out irrigation works the soil ean
be put to nse, so ihat in a short spaee of
time we may be exporting dairy products
instead of importing them,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why do you not
get on with it then?

Vv, TURVEY: The Government are
prepared to get on with it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: They have been
asjeep for the past fhree years,

Alv. TURVEY : If the hon, member will
direct his friends in another place to
agsist us no time will be lost in establish-
ing the dairving industry. The present
Government are fostering the dairying
industry, One good thing the ex-Minister
for Lands did was to appoint the present
Commissioner for the South-West,

Hon, Frank Wilson: I am glad you
have found something good that Le has
done.

Mr. TOURVEY: Tt is about the only
thing that I have been able to find. The
measures which were rejected hy the
Council were bronght up again and re-
jecled again,  The Plant Diseases Rill
was one of the measures which was re-
Jeeted last session, and 1t would be in-
teresting to know what fruitgrowers in-
siructed hon. members in another place
1o oppose the passage of that measure.
Hon. memhers there clained that lhey
were representing the fruttgrowers when
they took that aetion, hul T should like to
know who those fruitgrowers were. Then
with regard to the Electoral Districts Bill,
wlueh our friends in the other place were
pleased to eall ihe Redistribution of Seals
Bill, a title that T objeet to very muech,
because it somewhat stinks in the nostrils
of the people of the State, that measure
provided for the appointment of an in-
dependent commission. This Glovernment,
I am pleased fo say, were not going to
be a party to any gerrymandering; they
were not going to arrange the boundaries
to suit varions members, and they decided
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that that work should be enirusted (o an
independent eommission.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Appointed by them-
selves.

A, TURVEY : When the Bill went to
another placc it was not passed through
in the same reeord time as ithe Redistribu-
lion of Seals Bill. hut it was rejected.
The Traftic Bill I do not intend to deal
with hevond saving that the main roads
of Western Australia would have been
dealt with effectively if that measure had
received the considerafion we expeeted
would be given to il by the Legislative
Couneil,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Whai about the
Fremanile road?

Mr. TURVEY: The working bec or-
ganised by the hon. member did very
good work on it, and I congratulate them.
Before concluding I want to say a few
brief words in conneetion with the State
euterprises which our friends opposite
and members in another place are so fond
of decrving. As I pointed out a little
earlier, no matter what State undertak-
ing 15 spoken of, members seem fo view
it from the point of view of profit only.
I think T am right in saying thal the
Government are running these enter-
prises, not for the earning of dividends,
but in the interests of the people as a
whole.

Mr, George: Wasting other people’s
money, and none of their own.

My, TURVEY: The hon. member was
told that a little of the people’s money
was wasted on him.

Mr. George: I think some was wasted
on you; how much was it, £90%

Mr. TURVEY: T congrafnlate the
Minister for Lands on having continned
his poliey in regard to the meat stores,
which have heen suceessful in bringing
about a reduciion in the price of meat in
the metropolitan area. Tn this regard all
I desire to say is, that the Govermment
will be able to see their way to extend the
operations of those meat stalls to other
centres, The TWest Australian, in a lead-
ing article recently, complained, and se
did the master butehers, that the Gov-
ernment were selling meat at a reduced

[4]

rate. 1t is only a liltle while ago that
the jibe was thrown at the (lovernment
that they were unable to sell meat at a
cheap price, so that it appears, no matter
what they do, they cannot please hon.
members opposite. The very fact that
the slanghtering for the State meat sialls
is being done at State abattoirs, instead
of at private abattoirs, as in the past,
will give increased facilities, and tend to
further reduce the price. The establish-
ment of ahattoirs at Midland Junction
and North TFremantle is only in keeping
with the policy of the Covernment rvight

through, that is, to gee that all sources

of the food supply arve kept as pure as
possible. The desive of the Government
is Lo see that through State enlerprise
the people are not only given hetter
facilities, but where it deals with the
matier of food or milk supplies. that
absolute purity shall be assured to the
people.  Have hon. members not noticed
the decrease in the dealh rale since the
advent of the Lahour Government? The
member For Northam is wearing a self-
satisfied smile, but is he not aware thal
the death-rate at the Children’s Hospilal,
for instance, has been considerably ve-
dueed. I eongratulate the Government on
having established a State dairy herd in
order 1o ensure the patienis in the hos-
pitals receiving pure milk. The records
of the hospitals will speak for themselves,
particularly those of the Children’s Hos-
pital.  When this Government came into
power the Children’s Hospital aunthorities
were complaining that the little ones were
dving off like flics.

The Alinister for Mines: Those were
ihe very words of the doctor,

Mr. TURVEY: Yes, they were the
words used.  The (Government did not
establish a Btate dairy for profit making,
hut to save lhe lives of those little people.
Hon. members are ready at nll times (o
accuse {he Government of failing to en-
courage immigralion, but I would remind
those hon. members that to save the lives
of ihose litile ones is to save the lives of
the best immigrants we can get. Yet that
is one of the State ebterprises of which
hon. members opposite disapprove. I de-
sire to congratulate the Govermment on
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their determinafion lo establish a Slate
maleriilty  home,  The Stale  hoszpitals
have received encouragement under the
svimpathetic administration of the Hon-
orary Minisier (Hon. W, (. Angwin} and
now lhe Governmeni have decided to es-
tablish a maiernity home.  The Stale
Charitics Departinent, under the sympa-
thetie administrafion of the Labour Gov-
ernmenl, las done excellent work. It has
tried fo fosler n svsiem of giving assist-
ance to the mother 1 order thal she may
keep her child instead of having it sent
out to an institution.

The Minister for Mines: Which means
an increase of £10,000 per annum on that
puint alene.

Mr. TURVEY: So far as onr Govern-
wenl institutions are concerned it wmst be
remembered that the Charilies Depart-
ment lias given excellent assistance, not
ouly {o widows left with little ones to
care for, hut also (o some of our invalids
in the Stale. The sanilorium at Wooroo-
Ino will indeed do mueh to prevent the
spread of toberenlosis throughout the
Siate. Probahly thai is a Slate ivskitu-
tion whieh will receive ihe endorsement of
hou. members opposite.

Hon. J. Milehell: Why, we inifiated if.

Mr. TURVYEY : If that does not reeeive
their endorsement, perhaps for their own
sakes 1he esiablishment of a Siate in-
ehrinfes’ home will meet with their ap-
proval. 8o far as the inebriates’ home i=
concerned, T am glad indeed thal the Gov-
ermmen( have shown thal they recoenise
that, after all, drunkenness is not a erime,
bui a dizease whieh must be coped with,
These and olher State institntions show
ihat the Government are desivons of main-
taining the people of the State in a
healthy eondition. They are desirous of
sgeing, even throngh the State hotels, that
the quality of liquor supplied is sueh that
il will do the least harm to those whe par-
take of il. The eslablishment of workers'
limmes has been oppesed by hon. members
in this Chamber, and to-day they have
gomething wrong to find with {he scheme.
simply because the matter was taken in
hand by a Tabour Government.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who opposed it?

Mr. TURVEY : If the hon. member will
carry his memory baek he will find that

there was a pood denl of opposition to
and eriticiain of the proposal.  When the
o, zentleman was in office he talked
abont werkers” homes, but this Govern-
ment have got righl dewn to work on it.

i'he Premier: Me leader of the Opposi-
tion Iaughed 1 to scorn at the Queen’s
Hall.

M. TCRVEY : We know perfectly well
that several lwon. members opposite are
oppesed to the schemne and opposed to
it solelv hecause it emanated from
ihe Labour Government. Regarding the
Slate sawmills 1 wish to say that so
far as our Crown lands are concerned, I
trust the Government will do their best to
vonserve lhe forest, particularly in some
of the maiden bush, as munch as they can,
but [ hope no resirictions will be placed
on ilie limber getters in cul-ont bush in
many portions of the State.

Hon, T, Mitehell : They have done that.

Mr. TURVEY : 1 have yet to learn that
they have imposed restrictions on sleeper
ceflers in ent-out areas. But so far as
maiden hnsh is concerned we must all re-
cognise the necessily for doing something,
seeing that we are sending ont {imber at
the rate of a million pounds per annum.
Somelhing must be done by policing the
forest and by nalural re-afforestation. Tn
coneclusion let e say that these Siate en-
terprises are of benefit io the community
as a whele, and T am glad indeed thal the
Government do not take the view which
some meinbers opposite take. and which
was expressed by n member in another
place vesterday, namely, that hecanse
these enterprises de not show o profit
there must be something wrong. If they
are for the hetterment of the community,
if thev do good Lo the ecommnuity a= a
whole, fhen they will have done what the
Government established them to do. 'The
various State enterprises are expected by
hon. members opposite and Lheir col-
leagues in another place Lo pay from the
very ineeption. But if an agrienltural
railway is pul down there is no desire on
the part of hron. members opposite to see
that it should pay from iis inception.

Hon. J. Mitehell: An agricalimral rail-
way is a very different proposition from
Ihat of a Stale steamer.
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Mr, TURVEY : If the ¢rown of a fur-
nace drops i a State steamer it is pub-
lished breoadeast throughout the State, but
if anything of that nature oecurs on a
State locomotive—and I have frequently
heard of & driver dropping his plug—it
is not published with glaring headlines in
the West Australion. Because this hap-
pened on a State steamer of conrse it
must be given prominence.

Mr. Genrue: 1Md the Siate steamer drop
her plug?

Mr. TURVIEEY: The hon. member
dropped his long ago. | hope the Govern-
ment will eontinue to extend their opera-
ftons in res] ee! to State enterprises. [ am
satisficd thai if at the end of their term
—which is a long way off yet—ithev have
done no other zood but to make State en-
terprises of some of these coneerns, they
will have justified their existence in office.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
have listened to the hon. member for the
last hour, and there is one thing T have
fo fhank him for: he has refreshed our
memory as to the work we did during
the Jast session ot Parliament. He has
taken an mfinite amouni of pains to wade
through the whole legislalion introduced
hy the Government, and as to how it has
been dealt with in this House and in an-
other place. of ecourse with the object
of showing that another place is very
mueh to blame for (he manner in which
it handled lhose measures.

Mr. Turvey: With the objcet of showing
that their attitude to this Government’s
legislation is very different from their
attilnde to your legislation.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course,
it all depends on the character of the
lepislation, The fact that our legislation
was trealed perhaps better than the legis-
lation of my friends opposite only goes
to prove that it was more in the inferests
of the majority of the people of the
State, that our legislation consisted of
democratic measures—a phrase whieh
hon. members opposite are so fond of
using—democratic measures, broad and
conscrving the interest of all sections of
the community. Tt is idle for the hon.
member to talk about the opposition in
connection with the Mines Regulation

Bill and to =ay (hat we weighed dividends
and profits against the lives of the work-
ers, That is a base assertion, having no
foundation in fael, and the lon. member
knows it well. [t is all in keeping with
the tactics whiel these zentlemen adopt
in the hope that some of the mud may
slick and fthal in view of the forthcoming
eleelions o vote may he cast against the
Liberals in consequence,

Mr, Folev: There is no need to make
clectioneering speeches in places which
wonlid have been alfected hy that Bill.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: 1 hope the
hon, nember will not have 1o trouble to
make eleciivtieering specelies to his elee-
tors,

Yr. Foley: No. 1 will go down among
the farners.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I would like
the hon. member lo eome down among
the farrers and see what reception he
would getf. Let himt come down to Sus-
sex and take the chances of winning that
seaf, whiech, of cowmse, my friends have
coveted for sume years past. I want to
take strong exeeption te the hon, mem-
ber’s statement that we had any sueh
mercenary motfives in our criticism and
opposition 1o the Mines Regmiation Bill,
We never stated that if hetter conditions
were given, as far as life saving was
concerned, the industry would be ruined.
We said that if foolish legislation were
passed whieh bad a tendeney to eripple
thalt indusiry it was likely to ruin the
industry. That was the attilude we took
up, and we proved it right through. Ne
one wants me to go through the details
of the measure again to-night, clause by
clause, to show where the weaknesses
were,

Mr, Munsie: What was your objeet in
opposing the abolition of the night shift?

‘Hon, FRANK WILSON: What is the
object of the hon. member in supporting
the Ministry in puotting on a night shift
at the State sawmilis?

The Premier: Tt is not a night shift.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What is good
for the groose is good for the gander, and
if we are going to abolish night shift
let us abolish it right throngh the State.
The Premier has spoken of working night
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and day in regard to the sawmills, and
the Minister for Works made an estimate
of what he could turn out, working three
shifts a day. The Minister for Works
made his caleulations on what he could
turn out by runniug the mills eontinu-
ously, and the Government have de-
manded an extra priee for their sleepers
on account of working the night shift.

I'he Premier: That is not correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To use the
Minister’s own words in the interview,
it was “beeause of the exira cost of run-
ning the mills night shift.” For this the
" Government are to receive 3d. per sleeper
extra. It is useless for the hon. member
to talk about the night shift, He might
claim that it is injuricus in every calling
to work on the night shifl,

Mr. Munsie: 1t is injurious in the
mining industry.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I claim that
it is injurious to work at all in the min-
ing industry, and in faet in nine-tenths
of the industries, Life itself is injurions
and the sedentary occupation of hon.
members, who leave their offices after o
day's work to come to this Chamber, is
also injurious.

Mr. Foley: Then why do not you sit
in the day time?

fon. FRANK WILSON: Ministers
sit in their oftices during the day and
then have to come here and work the
night shift.  The hon. member for Swan
complained also with rvegard tc soute-
thing connected with the Land Resump-
tion Act. I caught only a portion of his re-
marks, but he gave a long dissertation and
wanted 1o argue that the Government had
been robbed. He gave a statement of
certain valuations of laud, and c¢ompared
them with claims made on resumption,
and he also did what was hardly parlia-
mentary—named certain firms, T want it
to he distinetly understood that no one ob-
jeets to the Government being properly
safeguarded in connection with resump-
tions, but if T had before me certain infor-
mation which I possess, I eould instance
many eases in which offers of less than
the netual cost of the property have been
made to the owners of land resumed. It
eufs both ways, and yet we do not hear
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that the Government are trying to rob
property owners.

The Premier: It does not cut both ways.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The depart-
mental officers believe that the value has
depreciated and that they have arrived
at a fair value of the day, and on that
valee the (Government base their offer.
On the other band, the owners believe
that certain values have appreciated, that
they have arrived at a fair value of the
day, and on that value they base their
claim, So it cuts both ways, and it is
idle to complain or to quote one or two
instances as proving guili on the part of
property owners. We have our ecourts
to establish a fair valuation, eourts re-
presentative of the owners and of
the Government with a judge presiding,
aned =urely it is foir that the valuations to
whieh the hon. member takes such excep-
tion should be based on the actual value
at the time tlie resumption is made and
not npon some return put in for taxa-
tion purposes. The next remark from
the bonr. member which caught my ear,
and at which 1 was rather astounded
was the assertion thal the present Gov-
ernmenl’ could take eredit for the estab-
lishment of the Universily, and the hon,
member claimed that the present ad-
ministration were a Governmeni of deeds.
“They do things: they do not talk.” My
ecomplaint. all along lias been that the
Government have done nothing but talk.
I have been looking around to see the
result of theiv gigrantic efforts, and have
looked in vain. Probably I may be able
to show where the talk has been in evi-
dence aund where the deeds have been
sadly lacking. Bul T want to elaim for
myself and my colleagnes that we estab-
lished the TUniversity of Western Ans-
tralia, and that we also did our part in
our day to build up that great Eduea-
tion Denurtment of which the hon. mem-
ber is justly proud, and which the Minis-
ter of course claims n good deal of sym-
pathy with and ecredit for.

The Tremier interjected.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have
always been too hroad for the narrow
perception of my hon. friend. My party
have always heen in sympathy with all
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the wants and requirements of the people
of this conniry, and for anyone to claim
for himself and his friends the whole
credit for all advancement, as Lhe hon.
member for Swan did, is ridiculous in the
extreme and cannot carry any weight
with the outside public. He claimed also
that tbe sanatorium in the hills was an
evidence of the Government’s deeds.
Why, it was part and parcel of our
policy. It was stated in the policy speech
that we had obtained a report and had
decided to build it.

The Tremier: You will save a lot of
time if you tell us what was not in that
policy speech.

Hon FRANK WILSON: I will tell
the Premier what was taken out of that
policy speech and for which he claims
s¢ much eredit, After all. the Premier
can elaim the sanatovinm in the hills as
a result of his splendid faeulty for bor-
rowing and spending and doing things.
I urge the Government not to talk, but
to do things. The records of all the de-
partinents show econelusively that it has
been all talk and very little done except-
g in the direction of undoing something
which would lhave been better left as they
found it, and the country is suffering ae-
cordingly. The hon, member stated that
we opposed workers’ homes. T have no
recollection of &ver having been opposed
to workers’ homes. [ have a very strong
vecollection that my hon. friends jumped
that part of my policy also. 1t was an-
nounced by me in the policy speech de-
livered in Barnard’s hall, Busselton, on
the 19th Augunst, 1011, It had previously
been announced by my late colleague and
the present Premier thought it a good
thing and immediately jumped that por-
tion of the policy. He went a step or
two further, and rather made a hash of
his arrangements.

The Premier: That is not the only
policy speech you delivered.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: All of them
were consistent.

Thbe Premier: I will show you thaf later
ot

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Premier's will
nol bear much eomparison.
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Mr. O'Loghlen:
gel your policy?

Hon. FRANK WILSQN: This is the
brief outline of my policy of homes for
the people—

Trostees will be appointed and ad-
vances may be made at the discretion of
the trustees to the full cost of the build-
ing, who will take inic consideration the
value of the site which must be pro-
vided by the borrower.

That was a condition in our policy.

The maximum advance will be £500,

_and nterest not less than five per cent.,

and power will be given to make pro-

aress payments against buildings as
they are heing erected. The prineipal
and inlercest is to be repaid by weekly
or monthly instalmeuts. It is proposed
to make the enpital £250,000 to begin
with, and it may be extended from
time to time as Parlinmenl may deem
desivable. The benefits of this scheme
will be open lo all who comply with the
provisions of the measure.
That was a broad scheme for the benefit
of the people, and the Premier jumped
my claim, but he got so fearfully tangled
up that nobody knew where be was. First
of all, he sinted that they would advance
up to £500 where land was already owned,
in order that & man might build a home
for himself on his own land. I thought
that was a good proposal. Mr. Scaddan
went on to say that an arrangement might
be made (o transfer all property without
encimbrance at the death of the owner to
his dependants. That was a £air proposal
which met with my approval, and T said
s0.

The Premier: You did not; you rvidi-
culed both.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I said—

That was a fair proposal if it could
be carrvied out on mutually safe lines
by insurance or some method of that
deseription.

The Premier: What are yon reading
from now?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: From my
speech in Queen’s Hall, Perth. T am
reading it just as it was delivered. T
went on to say—

But they (Mr. Seaddan and his party)

were in fact going to assist a man te

From whom did yon
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improve his freehold on the one hand,

aud o the other to legislate Lo transfer

thal properiy 1o someone elze and make

a freehold into a leaseliold.

Thal was when they advoeated leasehold
ot all land. 1 pointed out that Mr. Sead.
«lan said they proposed {o build up-tu-
dale residences wherever desired by an
applicant, the toial eost including  pur-
whase of Iand, i not provided, not to ex
+eed, sax, £500, and thon added—

Kemembering that he was on dangerous
gronnd, dr. Scaddan had gone on tn
say: “The Labowr platform proposed
(v find the land and ereet the house,
hut in order o proteci the State and
prevent that dommying of lands which
was so extensively practised, it pro-
posed lo give the land itself on leage-
hiokd.”

The Premier:
huth.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The lease-
hold proposal did not form part of our
policy. MHis Excellenex’s Speech gives a
pretly fair resumé of what hon. members
supporting the Government elaim to have
done during the past twelve months and
prior thereto. TIn itself it does not eon-
tain any great proposals for the advance-
ment of the State, excepling perhaps the
suggestion that eertain railways, some of
which were promised long sinece, will he
introduced and passed during the session.
As a snceessful recapitulation of what the
Govermment have done, [ daresay it meets
with the approval of hon. members on
the Government side. 1 do not propose
to weary hon. members by going throngh
the different clauses of the Speech, but T
will tonch upon several of them when T
deal with the acts of the Government and
with the results of their efforts during the
three years, or therenhouts, in which thev
have held office.

Certainly, I proposed

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. FRANX WILSON: T had made
some brief reference to His Excelleney’s
Speech before tea and I want now
to say that I see the Government has
taken credit for everything which has hap-
pened in (he way of a good harvest, a
zood gold supply, the increase in the owl-
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put of coal, and other matters affecting
the welfare of the people. Indeed, they
are taking credit in no unmeasured ierms
for the happy results in (he lowering of
the dealh rale, ! do not intend {u rake
from them their right te ihis uvredit.
Undoubtedly they have in their ad-
ministration done what Lhey thought to be
in the best interests of the country. I be-
lieve thal all seetions of the community
have helped 1o this end. There was one
maiter, Sir, which rather surprised me,
and which has appearved in to-day's paper,
whictt 1 think ought to have been included
in 1lis Fxcelleney’s Speech, as being of
muell greater importance (han many of
the facts slaled therein. 1 refer to the
appointment of lhe Minister for Lands
fo represent Wesiern Awustralia at the
Panama FExposition next year. I have
not. the stightlest doubt that that hon. gen-
tleman will make an excelient represen-
tative, but I do think that Parliament
might have been informed that that de-
cision had been arrived at, o decision of
importance, in order that members, at
any rate, might give their views in regard
to the matter. For myself, I think that
Western Australia would do very much
better in her own interests if she spent
any money that she has to sparve in adver-
tising in the Molherland and on  the
Continent of Furope where we have ex-
cellent markets for our pPoduce, an outlet
for our energies, and where we may hope
to get some reinttn for the money we
spend. I do not see how we are going to
benefit very much by atlending the Pana-
ma Exposition, and how we may hope to
expand owr markets in that way. And
now, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I think it goes
without saying thal we all welecome the
fact, at any rate hon, members on this
side of the House do, that this is the
last session of the preseat Parliament,
and that our friends who have adminis-
tered the affairs of the State will have
to answer to the people for their mis-
demeanours. T understand full well that
their guiver is sbsolutely overflowing in
this direction. In faet, their misdeeds are
loo numerons to mention. Some of them
T will briefly loueh upon in the conrse of
my remarks. Ne doubt in some quarters



[2 Juuy, 1914.]

ihey will receive praise also for their
efforls, praise for their virtues which, to
my wind, ave somewhat difficult to per-
ceive. OF eourse 1 do not wish for a
moment to deny that my friends opposite
are altogether devoid of virtue. Individu-
ally, they lLave many admirable gualities,
but collectively, and more especially in
their official capacity in this House, {he
members of my party have mueh to cora-
plain of in the treatment they have re-
ceived at their hands, We have not re-
ceived that eourtecus consideration which
we were enfitled to expeet as vepresenta-
tives of a large section of the ecommunity.
Our szuggestions for the welfare of the
community have tostly been reecived
with conbumetly.

Mr. Bolton: Suggestions for what?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Our efforts
to exiract informalion in the interesis
of the publie have ever been met by eva-
sion. and very often scorn, 1 have ouly
to refer to several of the replies which
T received to-night, absoluiely foreiwn lo
the questions put to the Premier,

The Premier: You had grealer courtesy
exiended to yvou hy us than the leader of
the Opposition had extended to him by
tHie Prime Minister.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : lLet me
‘answer for my own sins and not for
those of the Prime Minister.

The Premier: Both tasks ave very diili-
cult.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: | am not here
to defend anything that may be discourt-
eous in the demeanour of anyone, even
hon. members on this side of the House.
I amn here to point out to the Premicr
that be should behave courteously to mem-
hers of the IHouse who have been re-
furned to it in the interests of the section
af the public which they represent. The
answers to questions are evaded under
the flimsy pretext that we require the
information owing to onr oppesition 10
the poliey of the Government. The Pre-
mier, in speaking, said a few weeks ago
“These Liherals, they want to know.
When they cannot get the information in
the Legislative Assembly, they go to their
friends in the Council to endeavour to
obfain it there Of course we want to
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know. Are we not enfitled to know? s
thiz House to be eonsidered merely from
the standpoint of my hon. friends who
sit on the Government benches? Are the
people that we represent throughout the
length and breadth of this great eountry
to have no econsideration, and {o be re-
fused infuormation when it is asked pub-
licly and upon the floor of this Chamber?
Wani (o know! The pecple want to
know a wood many things. They have
been wauting to know ever since the Gov-
ernment took office why the Ministers dil
not fulfil their promise and reduce their
own salaries. 1 cannot forget the prom-
ise that the Premier made on the hust-
ings, in such holy horvor, that he would
do this.

The Premier: That is absolutely incor-
rect.

Hon, FEANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier said thal be would bring down a Bill
and would reduee his own and the salaries
of his colleagnes.

Alr. George: That is absolutely eorrect,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It is on ve-
cord and vet the promise has never been
attempled to be carried oul.  In the pres-
eni state ol the finances, would it not
lave been just and honourable, even if
lie had not brought down the measure, to
have refrained from drawing his exirwy
salary?

'he Premier: I am built that way.

Hon, FRANNK WILSON: These hon.
genllemen  have taken thousands of
pounds from the public excheguer and
placed it in their own pockets, notwith-
standing their promise that tliey wounld
not touch the money but would reduee
their salaries as soon as possible.

The Premier: 1 deny that absolutely.

Hon, PRANK WILSON: It is all on
record. The Premier ean deny it as he
likes. T know what T am saying. Let
him prove his contention.

The Prenner: Let the leader of the Op-
position prove his contention.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: He brought
the Bill down to the Iouse.

The Premier: I never promised it on
the hustings.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
accused me of haviog raised them and:
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promised to reduce them and intro-
duced a Bill for the purpose, and then
induced his followers to ply the whip
and vote his own Bill into the waste paper
basket.

The Premier: That is absolately ineor-
rect; I myself took the responsibiliy of
withdrawing the Bill,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Can I forget
the eruel charges that he made against
me in regard to the faking of accounts
to manufacture a credit balance for the
year 1911, or how he was bowled out in
these charges, and how T proved that he
himself in the sueceeding year, notwith-
standing  his  prolestations, scored to
a much greater extent in carrying for-
ward the unpaid balance of the previous
vear’s expenditure? That is well worlh
repeating.

Mr. Bolton: It is all you have.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T have a
great deal mwore than that, and the hou.
member will know i, Can we forget,
cither, the peeuliar circumstances of lhe
vendetta that the Premier and his col-
leagues orgsnised throughoul ihe dilf-
erent departments aud through the de-
parimental papers, in order to find some-
thing discreditable to the previous Ad-
ministration, and in order to down ceriain
civil servants, to say nothing of bringing
into this Chamber the files, producing
them, quoting them, and misrepresenting
the minutes to this Chamber in order o
injure these who had just recently been
defeated at the poll? However, notwith-
standing all these faults, and ihey are of
a very serions nalure——

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You have a few spies
there,

Mr. Bolton: Tndeed vou have.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That is not so,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The hon.
members are all spies. We can see if
without having apny spies.

The Premier: What are you complain-
ing about?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: After pas-
sing over these serious defects, which are
a decided blemish upon members opposite,
though they do not realise them as such, I
must say that there are attributes which
I admire, notwilhstanding that these attri-
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butes are in many direetions misapplied.
For instance, 1 admive the Minister for
Mines for his modest and snave demean-
our which, during the past three years, has
saved him from mueh criticism. I admire
the Minister for Lands for his fatal fan-
aticism which has broughtb his department
to such a piteh of stagnation, and las
undermined the publie confidence, so es-
sential 1o a country’s progress, to such
a great extent, I admire to some exlent
the blufl and bounce of the hon. the
Premicr, with which he so often seeks io
hide his discomfiture and his bungling
business incapacity,

The Premier: 1
methods.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: T admire
the Attorney Gencral for his holy elo-
cuence, only equalled by its extrava-
zanae, whieh is fast losing its effect upon
a deluded publie. I adinire the Honorary
Minister (Mr, Angwin) for his pugnaci-
ous obstinacy which T think has lost him
many political friends, and will assuredly
lose him s seat at Lhe fortheoming gen-
eral eleclions.

Mz, Bolton:

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T admire the
Minister for Works for bis saturnine and
extraordinary egoism, which causes him.
to ignore the opinions of others and to
take unio himself powers io which he
has certainly no claim, and whieh do not
preperly belong to him. These are all
attributes which we ecan admire in the
individnal, Lat eollectively the result is
certainly disadvantageous lo the ecoun-
try’s welfare, and has conduced very
Jargely to a pesition of unsound finance
and trade depression, has caused eapital
whieh is so badly required in a new
country Lo be suspicious and shy, and
has ¢ansed a state of uncertainty and a
lack nf confidence as {o the future which,
despite the good season of last year and
despite the incregsed gold yield, are keep-
ing this country back, and are going to
cause hard times in place of the time
of eomfort and prosperity which we
ought to expect. When the Liberal Gov-
ernment went out, we left the country
in a very buoyant position.

like your Dbusiness

You are a poor judge.
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The Premier: You left for the country’s
good.,

Houn. FRANK WILSON: The country
was Prosperous, money was easy, con-
fidence was established, and the ontlook
was very bright. My friends came along
and said that the people must look to
them for sound linance, The Premier
himseif in speaking on the Budget prior
to the general elections said that he
wanted all classes to know that the policy
of the Labour party is one that will save
the eonntry from all financial digaster.
\Well, he was not conient with these pro-
Fessions. T will just shortly analyse for
a tew momenis how this financial poliey
of my friends opposite has Dbeen con-
dueted.  The Minister for Works alse
was very eloguent in tlus connection.
Realising, as Senator Pearce has told us,
that good Government is sound finance,
thie Minister for Works said the people
realise to-day ibat the economical policy
of the Labour Government is sound fin-
anee: and the Minister for Lands said
the lirst essential of good financial admin-
istration was sound loan expenditure, All
platitudes—platitudes whiehh have been
repeated times out of number until the
people are sick to death of hearing them.
The member for Swan (Mr. Turvey)
said this was a Government of deeds,
and nof of words. Where are the deeds?
We have had the words. Conscience
knows we have had words enough. Now
may I, hefore tonching on the figures of
to-day, indulge for a few brief moments
in a retrospect with regard to the finances?
It is necessary that T should draw atten-
tion to this maiter in order that the
peopie may get a thorough grasp of the
position as it existed some len vears ago,
and as it existed during the past three
vears, The mark-ltime Government, it will
he remembered. of 1904-5, converted a
surplus of £83,000 into a deficit of £46,000.
That meant going to the bhad to the tnne
aof £130,000 per annum. And they did
nothing during that twelve months. In
1905 the people turned to the Liberals to
put the counirv’s affairs straight; and
il cortainly was a good thing that they
did =0, hecause the Liberals succeeded
in straightening out affairs, although it
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lock six strenuous working years to do
it. The result of straightening out the
finances of this State was only achieved
by six strenwous years of work, and by
& vigorous land development poliey and
stringent, eareful finance. TIn 1911, the
year that the Liberals were deposed, was
the first time for seven years when the
ledger was squared and a surplos real-
ised. Everything at that time, as I said
Lefore, was rosy; capital was plentiful,
and development was going on apace.
The people, in their wisdom, decided to
change their managers, and put my
friends opposite inlo power. No doubt
that was largely due to the unpopularity
caused by the exercise of striet economy
—an economy which, I must here point
wnt, was necessary in face of the faulling -
1evenue. But we were not out to seek
popularity at that time; we were out
for the welfare of the country and the
immediate finaneial soundoess of the
country’s affairs. We did not go for
popularity, and we did not rush inte the
markel to borrow large sums of money
in the face of decreasing revenue in order
to speeulale in doubtful undertakings
in the nawe of the State. Of course, in
ithe face of a decreased revenue, and in-
creased expenditure at that time, a de-
fielt wuas inevitable. We were, of course,
facedl with very diflienlt finaneial and
economie problems. We had inherited a
deficit of £47,000, and the revenune was
falling rapidly. The outlook of our gold-
fields was gloomy, and 1 may even say
ominous, at that time,

The Premier: And yvet you wonder that
ihe peaple putb you out,

Hon. TRANK WILSON: It is only
necessary to eall the Premier’s attention
te the ever-decreasing gold yield to make
even him realise that it would be diffienlt
indeed to answer my arguments, the con-
tention which I am putting up. In 1903
the valne of gold won decrrased on the
previons year by £118,000. In 1906 it
decreased by £682,000; in 1807 by
#412,000; in 1908 by £210,000; in 1909
by £723,000; in 1910 by £530,000; in
1911 by £423.000. In those seven years
the gold yield went down by over two
and a-half millions in value. That shows
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any man wlo gives the matter proper,
serious consideraiion, and does not deal
witin il i a Hippant manner. like my
friend the I'remier is accustomed to deal
with ihese statisties, that ihere was at
thal {ime a decadence of our peldfields,
and that il was a verv serious problem
as to how wo were {o stay the ontflow
of population which must ensue as emn-
ployment on the goldfields decreased.

Mr. Toley: Yeuar Govermmnent did not

slop thal.

Ilon. FRANK WITLSON: Dividends
el during  the same period Ffrom
£267.000 {0 €826,000. As T have said,
the problem undoubledly was a diffienlt
one. The problem was fo arrest ihe de-
population which must surely follow the
decadence of the gold mining industry,
if no other means of employvment were
found in the divection of primary indus-
tries.  And we haid not only that prohlem
to zolve. hut a problem as to how we were
lo attract furiher population. T have
said that we did not borrow money lav-
ishly and expend it on speculative trad-
mg eoncerng; hut we recognised fhat the
ereal assaef of the eountry lay in ifs land.
and we innuedialely took up and entered
upon -z very energetic policy of land set-
tlement. Notwithstanding ithe jeers of
my friends opposite. T elnim thalt oor
land policy saved ihis country from fin-
aneial ruin,  Ouly for that poliey, onr
population wonld have decreased (o an
alarming extent: and T do not think any-
one ean gainzay it. We had the falling-
off in our great goid mining industry
which had done so much for the State—
an alarming falling-off-—and we had to
supplv the deficiency with something else.
and we supplied it with a land seftlement
policy. agriculfural development. and
railway construetion which absorbed the
surptug lahour arising from the depres-
sion on the ooldfields. Thai is how the
diffiendty was faced, and that is how the
diffienlty was overcome. to which my
friend (he member for Leonora (M.
Folev) referred just now hy his interjee-
tion. [ have said that the T.abour Gov-
ernment wenl to the had doring that dis-
astrous  year 19045 to the tune of
£130.,000. and {hat was despite the faet
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of the general revenue increasing by some
£65,000, Now, T want it to be marked
that this was the last vear showing an
inerease in revenue until 1009-10. Dur-
ing the four vears it dropped (o the ex-
tent of £348,000. Is it any wonder that
a deficit was mewrred during that time?
By £448,000 the revenue went down; and,
nainrally, for the frst few vears it was
uravetdable to have some deficit. Bnt let
me point out now the difference in finan-
eial adminisiraiion, a difference which is
as wile as fhe poles are asnnder, With
us, where an inerease in the deficit oe-
corred, you would also find an approxi-
mate deerease in the revenue shown: and
conversely, wherever yon find during our
years of administration an inerense in
revenue yon will see thaf that iz aceom-
panied hy a decrease in the defieit. This
must be admitied to be ohviously lngieal
finance. 1t is logical finance. But with
our friends opposite it is just the reverse.
With increased revenue we have had an
inereased deficit all the time, and the
larger the revenue the larger the deficit—
an astounding financial result, which eer-
tainly is hardly likely fo save the country
from disasier, and which reguires a lot
of explanaiion at the hands of the Pre-
mier. Inecrease vour vevenne, and in-
crease your overdraft. The move pros-
perons yvou arc the bigger vour overdraft.
the bigger vour deficit. TWhoever heard
of that system of finanee panning ouf sue-
cerefully? Tf you eannot pay your debis
off when vou have an increasing revenue,
how on earth ean yon hope to pay them
off when you have a Jdecreasing revenue?
Bui lel us iake the figures, hecause it is
instruetive to look upon these fizures and
dwell upon them. At any raie, it is cer-
tainly the duiy of hon. memhers to weigh
them wvery carefuliv. Tn 1905-G. the first
vear of the Liberal Administration, we
had, as I have alrendv pointed out. a
gold wvield which decreased by some
£652,000. The Commonwealth contribu-
tion also decreased Auring that year to
the extent of £155.000. The total revenne
decreased hy £56.000. and we had a deficit
of £73,000,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Was that a Liberal
Government ¢
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tn 1906-7
our gold yield decreased by £421,000, and
our Commonwealth contribution decreas-
ed by a further £€93,000. Our iotal re-
venue decreased by £157,000, and our
deficit increased by £88,000.

Mr. B, J, Stubbs: Still Liberal Govern-
ment.?

Hon., FRANK WILSON: In the
vear 1907-8 the pold yieid decreased by
£210,000, the Commonwealth coniribution
decreased by £26,000. and ihe total rev-
enue figures showed a decrease of £24,000
oh the previous year and the defieit in-
creased by £2,000,

The Premier: But you do nol take in
the gold yield.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I eannot
give the Premier the brains to under-
stand. T ean only give him the figures.
I require all the brains T have fo fight the
next ceneral election and to explain the
position to the public, In the suceeeding
vear, 1908-9, the gold vield decreased by
£223,000, and the Commonwealth contri-
hutions decreased by €136.000. and the
total revenue deereased hy £100,000. We
liad the deficit inereased by £101,000, Dur-
ing the four years, what T may term the
four lean years of the Liberal Adminis-
tralion, our total revenue decrease was
£346.060, and the deficit had increased to
the tune of £264,000. It was the ordinary
seuence. the logical eonclusion of de-
creasing vevenue, that vou should, by
forece of eirenmstances, have an inerease
in the deficit. Then we had two years
which were faivdy prosperous, In 1909-
10. althongh the gold yield decreased hy
£520,000. the Commonwealth contribulion
was increased hy £86.000, and the total
revenune marvellonsly recovered, due to
the poliey of the previous four years, and
showed an increase of £390,000, and our
deficit was reduced hy £210,000,

My, Foley: So were all the subsidies
to the goldfields hospitals.

The Premier: And we have had to
guaraniee the overdrafts of the municip-
alities and the roads hoards ever since.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T guarantee
it i3 not anything like the amount of
money I paid during my first vear of
office as Treasurer. In 1910-11 the gold
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yield still decreased, T am sorvy io say,
by £423,000. and the Commouwealih con-
tributions aiso deereased in thai year by
£133,000. The total vevenue, however, in-
creased by £192,000, still showing that,
despite the depression on the zoldfields,
and a decrease in the Commonwealth con-
tributions our country was feeling the-
advantage of the new policy. The deficit
was extinguishied. and converted into a
credit halance of £13,000. In fact, we made
a saving that yvear of £115,000. The logieal
correctness of our finaneial methods, I
contend, must he obvions to evervone.
This was the result of our six anxious
and strenuous years of work, which I
think, was satisfactory to ns, but I admit
at once that a large number of people did
not seem fo realise what had bheen
achieved, or if they did they were not pre-
pared to keepr in power the people who
had done such wood work for them. T
venture to think that after three vears’
experience of my friends opposite. and
after T have pointed out the disastrous
results whick bave followed their admin-
istration, and eompared them wilth the
successful results of our adminisiration,
the people will change their views, and
reiurn us (o oceapy the henches opposiie.
Lel us compare the marvellous result 1
have referred to with the finaneial achieve-
ments of my friends opposite during
their first two vears of offiee. In 1911-12
the first years of their office, the gold yield
still decreased, but the Commonwealth con-
trihonlion inereased hy £69.000, and the
fotal revenue inereased hy £116,000. The
deficit, however, instead of decreasing, in-
creased by £121,000, so that they went to
the bad to he extent of £134,000 in spite
of an inerease in the revenuc.

The Premier: We paid your debts.

Hon. FRANK WTLSON: The Pre-
mier kunows there is not a scintilla of

truth in that remark.
The Premier: Tt is absolutely correef.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: TIn 1912-13
the gold vield inecreased by £133,000, ow-
ing largely, or almost cxclusively, to the
much-maligned Bullfineh mine. The Com-
monwealth econtribution was practically
the same, the decrease being only £3.000.
The tatal revenue increazed hy £630,600,
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and the deficit, instead of being wiped
out was increased by £190,000. Two years
of office with an increase in Lhe revenue
amounting o £746,000 and they aecumu-
tated a defieit of £325,000!

The Premier: Paying up your debls.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
will have an opportunity of proving his
coniention, but it will take him all his
time to do so. 1 ecan well understand that
the Premier does not like (his exposure,
but it is necessary that it should be made
in the interests of the people, and I can-
not consider his personal feelings. I do
not wish to hurt them unduly, but if he
wants any more manifestalion of his in-
ability to manage the affairs of this coun-
try he will get it later on. In 1913-14 ihe
Premier estimated an inevease in the rev-
enne of £796,000, and he estimated an
inereased deficit of £135,000, and despite
the harvest, for which in the Speech he
claimed eredit, his deficit at the end of
March last reached £493,000, and at ibe
end of May the colossal figures £527,000.
I admit that the adjusiment of the ae-
counts on the 10th of this month will
possibly and probably enable the Premier
to decrease that deficit somewhat. The
fact remains that the financial system is
unsound. When you have an increasing
revenue from your people there should
not he at the same time an increased over-
draft.  This. let me point out, is also
accompanied hy increased taxation in the
way of stamp duties, and an advance in
railway freights and fares, and it is also,
despite the very heavy expenditure of
loan money. Before T leave these figures
I want to draw attention to the Treasury
figures for the 11 months ended 31st May
last. At that time the deficit had assumed
the immense proportion of £527,000, and
I desire to quole some of the Treasury
figures with regard to our State enter-
prises in order that it may be seen what
the Governmen! were returned for. For
instance, for the 11 months, the imple-
ment works we have heard so much about,
and in regard to which the Premier be-
came very indignant the other night over
some f(ittle tatfle he had heard in regard
to a meeting held at Claremont—these im-
plement works returned a revenue in that
period of £37,000, while the expenditure
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was £061,000, the debit balance being
£24,000. The batteries show for the same
period a revenue of £41,000, while the ex-
penditure was £51,000, the debit balance
being £10,000. T might say that T am
quoting round figures. The receipts from
ferries and jetties was £20,000 and the
expendilure £12,000, the credit balance
here being £8,000, Holels returned a
revenue of £20,000, and the expenditure
was £26,000, leaving a eredit balance of
£3,000.

The Premier: The expendifure agninst
State hotels includes the tourist branch of
the deparlment,

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
under the one head.

The Premier: Il bas nothing to do with
it .

Houn, FRANK WILSON: Then it
should be made clear, The State steamers
returned a revenue of £37,000. and the
expenditure was £69,000, the debit bal-
ance being £12,000. so that we have the
marvellons resntt aecording to Lhe Trea-
sury figures, {hat for the 11 months these
departments have refurned a revenue ot
£184,000, while the expenditure has been
£219,000, the net debii balance being
£35,000. Of course ihe Premier explains
in connection with the implement works,
as I did at that meeling he referred to,
ihat there was stock and probably ont-
standing book debts. TUnder other head-
ings, tramways show a revenne of
£105,000, but there is no expenditure, be-
canse it is lnmped up with that of the
railways and so no one will be able to
vet at the exact position. Sawmills and
brickyards are not shown. Stock shows
a debit of £24,000, and refrigerling
works £39,000. We were told that we
would have to look to the State trading
concerns Lo save the position and to wipe
out the deficit. -We were told that on
more than one oceasion, but T waunt it to
be understood that we have very litile
hope of squaring our finances with the
aid of the trading concerns, at any rate,
not aecording to the figures which have
been published. We have been told to
look to the recuperative powers of the
couniry, and we have it on the dictmn
of the Minister for Works that, given
normal conditions, apart from bad sea-

It is all
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sons, Western Australia could -easily
finanee its obigations, and come out on
the right side. Why does she not do so?
She has had normal eonditions.

The Premier: I would be sorry to ad-
mit that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The State
has not done so because it has been shock-
ingly badly financed and so we have come
out on the wrong side of the ledger. 1
think that must be obvious to everyone.

The Premier: Can you explain whether
yon ever had a defieit?

Hon. FRANK YWILSON: I have given
the Premier the figures of the various
years, and the reasons for the defieit dur-
ing my term of office. It is patent to
everyone, excepling the hon. pentleman
himself, who does nof want to realise
what the position is.

The Premier: T realise it very well.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I hope the
hon. gentleman does to his advantage, and
to the advantage of the State. T am
getling a bit tired of prompting him. We
are told that the trading eoncerns would
restore our finances, and vet in the same
hreath we are told thai those trading con-
cerns are not expecfed to return profils.
The member for Swan (Mr. Turvey) em-
phasised that point, and declared that so
long as interest and sinking fund were
paid the Government were satisfied. We
also have the assurance of the Minister
for Lands, given at a social a short time
since at which he spoke, that in future
we might expect the trading concerns to
pay interest and sinking fund. Indeed I
think he was rather daring in his asser-
tion on fhat occasion because he blamed
the inerease in the interest and sinking
fund bill for the whole of the deficit. The
hon. gentleman remarked at that social
that it shonld be remembered that during
1911-12 the Stale was incurring a largely
inereazed interest and sinking fund bill,
and that the works on which the moneys
had been expended were not, owing to
adverse seasons, returning what the Gov-
ernment anticipated.

The hon. gentleman went on to say—

That summed up in & nutshell lhe
reason for fhe defieit to-day. They
had just gone through a somewhat
better season and from the Government
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schemes in which loan moneys had been

expended, there might, in the future,

be expeected such a revenue as would
enable the Government to find interest

and sinking fund on the veniures, e

felt sure that the Colonial Treasurer

would be able to put forward a much
hetter statement of accounts far the
financial year which would begin in

July next,

We want that better statement just as
carly as we can get if. T desire to im-
press hon. members with this fact: Not-
withstanding the Premier’s oft-repeated
assertion that we can look to theze trading
concerns to relieve us from the financial
incubus which he has built up, it 18 im-
possible to wipe out the deficit hy these
trading concerns, exeept it be by vrofits
earned over and above interest and sink-
ing fund. If we are to be content with
running a huge trading concern merely
to pay its way and earn interest and sink-
ing fund, we will not have a penny left to
go towards decieasing our debts. 'That
must he obvious to evervone; vet the
Treasurer tells us that we are to look to
these trading eoncerns to relieve us of
our financial obligations. The State Im-
plement.Works employ a large number of
men, and according to the Premier’s last
Buodget Speech are working for the differ-
ent departmments, and not so much in eon-
nection with the manufacture of imple-
ments at all. Therefore that work will
only be charged up at cost to the dif-
ferent depariments, otherwise it will show
a fietitious profit. And we are told that
{lre brickworks are to supply bricks to the
Government for (Government require-
ments,

The Premier: The men who purchase
the workers’ homes, and not the Govern-
irent, pay for the bricks.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But ihe
Premier is surely not going to saddle the
man who purchases a worker’s home with
a proportion of the defieit. He has
told us on many occasions, these brick-
works were going to enable him to give
the worker his home cheaper than he
otherwise could get it.

The Premier: It means the expenditure
of lese Loan funds, though.
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: Bul that will
not fit. the ohjeet which the Treasurer has
o oview of squaring wp his ledger and
wij ing ont his deficit,

Mr. Bolion: Let him do what you did
and have evervthing siopped; that will
soon syuare it

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The couniry
was never more progressive and never
had bigger works more economicaily ear-
ried out than duving omr term of office.
If these works are to he earried on and
ihe output be sold at cost, even to the
workers, we are serving a few at (he ex-
pense of the whole of ihe taxpayers. The
Treasurer has got himself into a quandary
anl doex pot know where he is. He is
either going to do an injuslice to the
majority to henefit the few, or he is going
to extraet a profit from those few which
wHl only w0 a very shori way towards
extinguishing the dJdeficit. That is what
we are doing with onr butehers’ shops, our
steamers, and our ofher enterprises lo-day,
They all show a loss on last vear's opera-
tions, and every one of them, therefore.
35 being maintained at ihe expense of the
wrcat body of the taxpayers, lo the ad-
vaniage of the few who may bhe fortunate
enougle (o get some of the outpuf at the
losing price. Now we shall probably do
the same thing on a larger seale with our
sawwills, and it must be patent to the
Treasurer that he eannot hope to square
his defieit ont of his trading concerns.
Of eourse it all else fails. I suppose we
can eome back upon our butchers’ shaps.
We have been selling meat to a few fav-
oured individuals at Fremantle, Subiaco,
and Perth for the last two or three vears.
and, aceording to the Minister for Lands,
we have shown a profit of £113 on twelve
weeks’ working. I am not prepared to
accept the stafement as heing a eorrect
account of the operations with that estab-
lishment,

The Premier:
cloze them up.

Hon. FRANK WITLSON: T certainly
should, very promptlv. I do not think
they are of the slightest henefit io anvone,
Bal T want to sec a true balanee sheet.
T do not see why we should not have a

Of course von wounld
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cowmplete halance sheet, duly audiled,
from the inceplion of these establish-
meifs.  Why should we be eontent with
a balance sheet for twelve weeks only?

The Premier: Beeanse that alone was
asked for. They thonght those Lwelve
weeks wonld show a loss. It was only
the butchers who asked for it.

Houn. FRANK WILSON: But surely
we, as members of Parliamenf, have a
right to get it for the 18 months, Surely
we are entitled to the information before
the butehers or any other scetion of the
outside community. 1 hope the Premier
will recognise ihat he has a duty to per-
form to the House, and will see that these
halance sheets are immediately prepared,
audited and certified lo, so that we may
see exaetly what the true position is.
The prineiple. of course, is absolutely
wrong. [f we are doing so well as Min-
islers wounld have us believe in retailing
meat to certain sections of our people,
then the system ought to be extended and
other sections of the people ought to
have the advaniage also. To ladle it out
to three or four thonsand people in the
immediate vicinify of the meat stalls at
a cheaper rate than they have been able
to purchase at before. and to incur also
a loss on the frading, is reprehensible in
the extreme.

The Premier: li is not correet; it has
not cost ihe Treasury a penny.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 am not
prepared to aecepi that statement at all.
Where is the charge for the agistment of
eaftle at Yandanooka?

The Premier: Paid for.

Hon, FRANK WILSOY: I is not
shown in this balance sheet. What cattle
Iave heen supplie? from Yandanooka,
and what has heen charged for them?
Let ns see what the price is. and know
what we are doing. It is evideni the
stoclt acconnt has a bearing on the ques-
tion. and we ought to have the stock
aceount as well. Who pays interest on
the Yandancoka purchase?

The Premier: Stoek,

Hon. FRANK WILRON:
the loss on the stoek?

The Premier: There is no loss.

Who pays
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: Who pays
the loss on the cattle sold early this year,
when pleuro broke out, sold at £3 per
head to Mr. Copley? Who lhas paid that
loss? Who is paying the loss on mutton
purchased lalely at 9d. and retailed at
5d.% Can ihat be a profitable transac-
tion? Ninepence on the hoof for mntton,
and §d. retailed over the counter. Some-
one is paying the loss. I would be in-
teresting to know the source of supply
in the hands of the Government as stated
by the DMinister for Agriculture, other
than the aunction sales which their ngents
jealously attend and where they bid for
the cattle and sheep.

The Premicr: We showed some busi-
ness acumen ihere,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The business
acumen, as 1 have told the Premier on
previous occasions, ig equal to that of
the old lady wio bought her eggs at 1s.
a dozen and sold {hem at 13 for 1s,
When asked how she made lier profit,
she =aid it was on the lurnover. Tt is
on the turnover thal (he Premier hopes
to make his profit. T pointed out in 1911
that the Premier's policy was to purchase
food fron the Treasury tunds and sell it
at a loss fo the publie: and these figures
bear me out, for apparently this is what
has been done. The publie is paving for
the experimentls of our friends opposite,
and is paying dearly for their experience
in eommercial undertakings, T think T
have ventilated fairlv fully the state of
the finanees as compared with the Tiberal
Adwministration. T will nwnit with interest
the Prewier’s veply. Another thing which
girikes me as strange when we have this
finaneial position o face—and after all
sound finance is the foundation of good
government, and therefore T must he ex-
eused for dwelling upon it—is that we
have no evident desive on the part of the
Government to economise in small things.
t is qnife au axiom in husiness life that
the man who eannot look after the pence
will have no adaptability in looking after
the pomnds, Ministers do not seem tn eare
two pence nhoul that sort of thine, Thev
retire eivil servanfe wholesale on  the
slightest pretext, regavdless of whether
they are assisting the defieit or whether
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they are economising at the expense of
the State. We have, for instance, the
retirement of Mr. Roe from the mngis-
terial lhench which he las oecnpied for
16 vears. I cannot understand what
prompted the Ctovernment lo retire that
pentleman when he lias af least five or
six years good service left.

The Premier: You do not worry much
when somebody in receipt of 8=, a day is
vetired; it is only the retirement of your
Weld Club friends which gives you any
concern,

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: The Premier
has heen sacking 8s. men holus bolus
lately from the different workshops.

The Premier: That is not correct.

Tlon. FRANK WILSON: Incinded in
(he platform of his party is the right to
work elause which, being interpreted ae-
cording to him, means that the Govern-
ment of the day must find employment
for the unemploved eitizens. Yet there
are mote unemploved in Western Aus-
{ralia to-dav than at anv lime during the
last ten vears. That is the way in which
he carrvies ont his obligations. Mr. Roe,
who is n man of unblemished character,
as oven Lhe DPremier will admit, has
done zood work for the Stale during the
10 vears he has bheen police magistrate
for Perth. Although just over G0 years
of aee, he 15 2 man full of vigour, and
wilh Lis long experience is well qualified
fo eontinue on that beneh for the next
five or six years.

The Tremier: He ean baftle his way.
Whal aboul n poor wages man dismissed?

Tlon. FRANK WILSON: T am not
iaking that poink. T am complaining of
Ihe Premier’s stupidily. He is goine to
saddle the eountry with Mr. Roe’s pen-
rion,

The Premicr: The peusion will not
bl very much.

Hon, FTRANK WILSON: Tl is one of
many, These ave the things to wateh.
Thiz centleman has bheen retired nalthough
eminenily fifted to carrv on the business
of the court, Tndeed a substitute eannot
he found who will know his business so
well, The jnstices met and unanimonsly
decided fo ask the Attornev (leneral to
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receive a deputation in order to recon-
sider the decision.

The Premier: They came to my office
first and T told them Lo mind their own
husiness.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is typi-
cal of the Premier and I hope it will be
reporfed.

The Premier: Tt will be recorded.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : According
to the Premier, a body of justices have
no right to respeetfully ask lhe Govern-
nen{ to reconsider their deeision.

The Premier: [t has nothing whatever

to do with them.

THon. FRANK WILSON: It is their
husiness: it is the business of the publie:
it is as much lheir business as it is (he
Premier's business, and the Premier
onght to he ashamed to make sueh a re-
ply.

The Premier: We have not yet handed
over the country to the jusfices, even if
you did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is a
marvellous retert; it is just what one
would expect from a football barracker.
What does it malter what I did? T am
pointing out what the Premier has done.

The Premier: Yon always hung on to
vour friends.

Hon, FRANK WILSOY: It does not
matter what T did. This seetion of the
community are entilled to respect, They
are entilled to a hearing, and due consid-
eration should be given to their views wilth
regard to the retirement of (his gentle-
man. I here protest at the action of the
Treasurer in saddling this country with
inereased expenditure-—this is only one
sainple of many—when his finances are
in sueh a hopeless state as T have shown
them to be. TIs it any wonder that we
liave this position in regard to the finan-
ees? When we turn {o the Lands Depart-
ment. which has heen paralysed by the
fanaticism of the Minister for Lands
when we compare what was done in that
great department during the Liberal ad-
ministration with what has gone on dur-
ing the last three years—

The Premier: We know all about that.

Hen. FRANK WILSON: Let me tell
the Premier all about it. T want to re-
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fresh his memory and the memories of
other people. I want people outside to
understand the position.

The Premier: They know it.

Mr. Bolton: Some of the poor devils
on the land know it, too.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Let us eon-
sider and compare the Liberal adminis-
tration with regard {o land with that of
the Labour Government. From .August,
1905 to Oectober, 1911, a period of six
vears and two months, some 6,646,000
acres of land were alienated or in process
of alienation. The administration of the
department, and hon, members shonld
note the eeonomy of if, cost some
£364,000, equal to £130 per thousand
aeres, or 2s. 7d. per acre. From October,
1011, ta 31st erember, 1913, a period
of two vears and threc months, during the
Eabour administration, 1,542,000 acres
were alienated, and the administration
cost £316.000. vr £205 per thousand acres,
equal to Js. per acre, as compared with
2s, 7d. per acre when my colleague, the
lion. member for Nertham, was in charge
of the department. Anolher significant
faet is that tlie abandonments and ean-
cellations always inerense enormounsly,
alarmingly T might state, during the term
of a T.abour administration.

The Premier: We stopped some of the
harvests.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In 1905,
long before the present Premier was
thought of as the leader of a Government,
414,000 acres were abandoned or can-
celled, That was during the first vear of
a FLabour Government. That is equal to
33.45 per cent. of all the land alienated
during that year. Tn 1911, the last year
of our reign, 205,000 acres were aban-
doned or cancelled, equalling 9.4 per cent.
as compared with 33.45 per cent. during
the previous Labour adwministration. In
1913, 1,001,000 acres were abandoned or
cancelled, equalling 72.45 per cent. of the
guantity of land which was alienated
during that year.

Mr. Bolton: The man responsible is
vour colleague.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This means
that three out of every four acres applied
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for weve abandoned or cauncelled during
last year under the baneful administration
of my friends opposite.

Mr. Bolten: Your colleague put hun-
dreds of settlers out to starve and they
have starved.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Supporters
of the Government tell us that this is
due lo rhe bad season, We have heard
no end of complaints with regard to the
terrible seasons with whieh they have had
to contend, and this has also been given
as an explanation of the financial posi-
tion and of the faet that land seitlement
has become stagnant, or has reached prae-
tically a standstill. et us examine the
records of the years in question. In 1908,
the wheat erop was poor and averaged
8.63 bushels. In 1809, there was a good
erop which averaged 12.48 bushels, In
1910, the ecrop was fair, the average heing
10.14 bnshels.  In 1911, the erop was
very poor—I think it was the worst om
record—and averaged 7.12 bushels. That
is the year in which only 9.4 per cent.
of the land applied for was abandoned
or cancelled. Tn 1912 there was a good
crop. and our friends in offire witnessed
an average of 11.56 bushelz. Tn 1913.
the erop was very good: indeed it waz
one of the best, the average heing 12.22
bushels. In six years we got

The Premier: Yon are nof taking the
1911 year as being in your term when
we experienced the effects of the failure.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why not?

The Premier: We had to ecarry the
baby.

Hon. TRANK WILSON: T am not
talking about earrving the baby.

The Premier: You were not in office
when the crop was taken off.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We were in
office until Oectober, when the crop was
on. The season is ealeulated from Feb-
ruary to February. The Premier must
think that he is on the foothall field.
The erop was taken off in Deecember and
January, and the statistiez were made
up in February. That is the rule every
yvear. and the Premier knows it. In six
vears we experienced an aggregate wheat
vield of 22 million bushels, and in the
last two vears the Labour administration
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have witnessed yields which also aggre-
gate 22 million bushels.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct, There have been three Febru-
ary’s sinee we took office.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the last
two years the present Government have
witnessed the production of as much
wheat in the agrieultural areas of this
State as we did in six years.

The Premier: Hear, hear, and we will
get more yet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: While the
Premier complains about the bad har-
vests during his term of office, the 22
million bushels produced in that period
was due to the enterprise of my col-
Jleague and to the land seitlement poliey
which saved this State.

Mr. Bolton: The men he put on the
land ave starving now, hundreds of them.

Hon, PRANK WILSON: Considerable
capital has always been made abont sett-
lers starving. Tt has been said that we
put them ount too far east, and the hon.
gentleman is indignant over {he prices
we charged for the land, but the present
Minister is putting them further east to-
day than ever my colleagne did. Land
is being cut up 1n those parts and offered
for sale, and the present Minister is
charging exacily the same prices. The
plans show that this is so.

‘The Premier: The law is there, and
must be carried out.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: There is no
law with regard to the prices. The pre-
sent Minister for Lands is charging ex-
aetly the same prices, and he has adopted
the system which was inavngurated dur-
ing the administration of the hon. member
for Northam. The present Government
have followed that system for three years
and have not altered it, and yet they
attempt to cast this as a slur upon the
administration of the ex-Minister.

The Premier: It will be altered.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why have
the Government not altered the system
and rednced the prices? Tt is absurd for
the Premier to charge the Administra-
tion of which I had the honour to be the
head with mal-administration, snd to
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make a similar charge against the houw.
member for Northam with regerd to lhe
Lands Department, when his Government
have not altered it in one jot or tittle
except to bring about stagnation and a
stoppage of progress, So far as the
.prices ave concerned and the seitling of
the people on the land.

Mr. Bolton: You settled hundreds of
them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: With a yield
three times as great as it was during our
term of office, the present Government
find that land iz being thrown up holus
bolus, last year fo the extent of 72 per
eent.

The Premier: That always happens
after a Liberal administration.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier is always taking exception to my
fizures. He did so the other night when T
offered a few remarks on the Supply Bill;
vel he could neither controvert those fig-
ures nor e¢xplain them. He adopted the
nsual taeties of personal abuse and attaels
by way of reply to my statements, but
from what T eould gather from the few
remarks he dropped. he cauges finanecial
ability from the amount a man ean bor-
row. The Premier said—*We were told
hy the Opposition that we could not get
the money, but we have horrowed more
money than our predecessors, donble as
much,”  So they have, but T have never
stated that they could not get money at a
price. T always told the Premier that he
conld get money at a price if he liked
te pay it. Money is like any other com-
modity : its price is regulated by the law
of supply and demand.

The Premier: Why will not you he

fair? 1 obtained it cheaper than some
of ihe Tiberal Premiers in  the other
Stafes,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
paid dearer for it at first, and I pointed
out the fact to him. He started the mar-
ket on the upward grade, and when the
last loan was raised, and the market was
easing back, he obtained it at a slightly
cheaper rate. The Premier knows that
he rushed to the Fastern States and enl-
lared every thonsand pounds that was
loose at four per cent, at par. He en-
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waged his financial adviser, Mr. James
Crardiner, to try to rake in the money for
him. .

The Premier: If you can rig the money
market, you should go away and do it.
All the eountries of the world are looking
for a man of that sort.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: I have had
to save this State financially on one oe-
casion and T expeet that it will be my
wnforinnate duty io have to perform the
same sacrifice once more.

The Premier: You saved the country
when Newton Moore put you out of the
Treasury,

Mr. Bolion:
ceed you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier is never tired of telling us, and he
repeated it on Tuesday last, that the Gov-
ernment honestly admit a deficit this year.
They cannot help admitting the faet, If
there is a defieit they must either devise
ways and means to pay it off, or admit
that it exists, and the question is not
whether the Government have honestiy
admitted the deficit or not, but what are
the reasons for it, and is the defleit jus-
lified. These are the questions which we
desire should be answered. I might ad-
mit having an over-draft at wmy bankers,
T might honestly admit that T borrowed
£50.000, and vet on the next day T might
he in the Bankruptey Court. If the Pre-
mier and s eolleagues were conducting
these eoncerns for private companies, or
individnals, (hey would have been in the
Bankruptey Court in the first 12 months
afrter their inception. 'The Premier knows
full well that he eould not possibly have
carried on these concerns, and survived
the Banloraptey Court. But apparently,
in the mind of the Government, it does
not mafter a rap, They arve only gaining
experience; they have to lose something
at the inception, and it will be made good
later on, They fancy that their losses
will be made good later on, The Pre-
mier twisted my opposition to State im-
plement works into a personal attack oa
the manager.

The Premier: So it was.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt was not.

Mr. Bolton: The manager said so.

And Colebateh will sue-
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: So the man-
ager has been telling the Premier; now
I have his source of information. Let
me say this, that the only reference T
made at that gathering, which was a very
good gathering, was to quote the Treas-
ury figures which I have quoted here with
regard to the debit balances in connection
with the implement works. I was very
careful to explain alse that probably that
debit balance would be accounted for by
the stock on hand and——

Mr. Bolton: You said they were badly
managed.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I said nothing of
the sort. The hon. member knows he is
not stating a faet.

Member: Why did yon not say that
you did not reflect upon the manager?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I was point-
ing out the Treasury position. T did not
say that it was either due or not due
to the management. T said neither one
thing nor the other. T pointed out that
the stock and the outstanding accounts
would probably cover the debit. Of
course the member for Claremoni (Mr.
Wisdom) pointed out the danger of inac-
curate costs owing to cosmopolitan works
of this nature. Mr. Davis took excep-
tion to what was said, and stated that it
was unfair for me fo quote the Treasnry
ficures, I induced the chairman of the
meeting to give him the right to speak.

Mr, Bolton: Did you say “Please may
be speak®?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I remember
when the Premier and bis satellites would
not give me the right to speak in many
centres at the last general election.

The Premier: That is absolutely ineor-
rect.

Hon. FRANKK WILSON: The member
for Claremont knows all about it, He
pointed ouf the danger of inaccurate costs
owing to cosmopolitan works of that na-
ture, The manager took exeeption to this
and said he had drawn up a system of
eosts which he would he glad to show to
anyone, ahd that he objected to the Treas-
ury figures being put in.

The Premier: Did he invile you to go
and look at them?
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I told him
that I intended-no personal refleclion up-
on him. I knew fuli well from my ex-
perience in the engineering line at home
that it is quite impossible to keep accounts
correctly if the works are of a general
nature such as johbing and manufactur-
ing. TUnless you have entirely separate
establishments you ecannot possibly find
time to run over the accounts of ihe var-
ious departments. 1 do not mind how
careful the manager is; he cannot get out
the real costs of the work he is turning
out. It is absurd that the Minister for
Lands should be eontinually harping npon
my eondemnation of these works as he
does, on the grounds that T had not ex-
ploited them from end to end. T ecan

“jndge that the machinery must be adapted

to the manufacture of implements, and
the point is that it would be useless to ex-
peel to put a lathe, which, for instance,
Messrs, Armstrong, Mitworth & Co. are
utilising to turn l4-inch 100 ton guns,
on fo the construetion of locorofives or
to attempt to construet agrieultural
implements with plant such as we
have at the Midland Junction locomo-
tive shops. That must he admitted, for
could you puat machinery of that deserip-
tion to the work of building bieyeles or
sewing machines? How can you puf that
class of machinery on fo building agri-
enltural implements such as’ are con-
structed here?

The Premier:
thing about it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
saying that the machinery such as I have
described is heing used for lhose por-
poses but T am saying this, that the Gov-
ernment have, wrongly, I think, accumu-
lated all their enginecring activities into
one group and under fhe one manage-
ment, whereas one ought to specialise
when construeting agricultural imple-
menfs,

You do not know any-

The Premier: You are shifting yonr
ground; your accusation was against serap
iton machinery. That was a reflection oun
Mr. Davis.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Oh, no, not
af all. If it is a reflection on JMr. Davis,
however, 1 repeat that.
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Mr. Bolton: It is, from the start,
The Premier: Repeat it.

Hon. FRANK WILSQN: The Premier
onght to have sufficient knowledge from
his own experience, even as an engine
driver, and ought to have sufficient know-
ledge to appreciate the truth of what T
am saying. If you are going to have
works which are turning out four-fifths
or three-fourths of its capaeity in heavy
repair work, snch as is required in con-
nection with our harbour undertakings
and bridges and other work of that des-
eription, if you are going to have all this
under the same roof and the same man-
agement as the manufacture of agricul-
tural ifiplements, which is of a different
nature, you are not going to rTun the
works economically. That is as eertain
as I stand here. There is no personal ani-
mosity in what I am saying. The Gov-
ernment have made a mistake, I repeat
again that the initial mistake was in buy-
ing the second-hand plant holus-bolus,
when what was wanted was the very best
up-to-date plant, if yon are going to com-
pete with the huge firms which are follow-
ing this oeccapation in Ameriea and olher
parts of the continent,

The Premier: Why don’t youn object to
the whole thing?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has made the same mistake in regard to
the State steamers, although at first he
would not admit it. To-day he says that
the “Western Australia” is an unsuitable
boat for the North-West trade. That is
what I told him two years ago,
but he only laughed and jeered.
I told him that the hoat was un-
suitable and that no one could make her
pay. The hon, gentleman sent instrue-
tions to the Agent General by way of a
ceable, to buy the best boat he could, and
he knows

The Premier: Oh no, that is absolulely
meorrect.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He ought
to be man enough to take his gruel; he
makes a lot of mistakes.

The Premier: I am still able to sit up
and take a little nourishment.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I believe
the Premier will be able to do that all
his life.

My, Bolton: There is not mueh hody
in the gruel, 1 am afraid.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I have
pointed ount that this boat which be now
admits is unsunitable, and cannot be run
ab a profit, was stated by me to be unsnit-
able two years ago, and tbe Premier
jumped down my throat for saying so.
Further, he gave me a direct denial at the
time. I am very glad to notice that the
Premier staled that no new works would
he ecommenced during the next two months
witltout Parlivment being properly noti-
fied. More espectally am 1 glad in view
of the nearness of the general elections.
It would be obviously unfair to start a
lot of new works in different electorates
in order to influence the people at such a
time.

Mr. Thomas: So youn are leaving now.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T say il
would be unfair to de this in order to in-
flucnce the result of the poll. I want the
Premier to reconcile his siatement with
one made by one of his colleagues on a
visit to Bunbury, when a promise was
made there, which no doubt was one of
the greatest pleasures, if not the snpreme
pleasure, in the existence of the hon.
member for Bunbury (Mr, Thomas), that
the extension lo the Bunbury harbour
would be commenced forthwith.

The Premier: That was provided for
in the last Estimates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
vever had the plans. Three years after
the promise of these improvements was
made we have reached ihe stage when the
Minister for Works goes down and pays
a visit with the plans for harhour im-
provements in his pocket. He thereby
gives very great pleasure to the hon. mem-
ber for Bunhury, which I suppose will
be some return to him for the loss of his
seat. The plans have bheen approved buat
have never been placed before Parlia-
ment. Why is not this House taken into
the econfidence of the Government, and
why are the proposals of the Governmeut
in connection with works of suech magni-
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tude and importance not placed before us
that we wmay consider them?

Mr. Thomas: Did you supply the
plans of all the works you carried out?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of all the
important works. We have no knowledge
of what the Governtuent intend to do at
Bunbury.

The Premier: Did yon put the plans
of the dock on the Table?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: All the
papers were on the Tahle. Again, we
bhave no certainty as to what 1z proposed
to be done at Albany.” A promise was
made that something should be done there,
‘What sort of plans have been approved
for the extension of the Albany harbour?
T see that Geraldton is only under con-
sideration. Poor Geraldton! Geraldton
has to take a back seat, because, unfor-
tunately, T suppose, she returned a TLib-
eral member.

on. J. Milchell: The harbour is aban-
doned, is it unt?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I have not
the plans yei. We want fo know what
these harbour extensions consist of, We
want to know something further about
the harbour improvements at Bunbury,
and whether they are going to open up
the inner harbour. There is some !alk
about an expenditure of a quarter of u
million. One can hardly econceive that
that is to be cxpended upon an ounter har-
bour there. I hope the Premier will bring
further details in regard to these hix
works before e Honse.

The Premier: They will be here.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pro-
wmier says that (he Government have
adopted a bold and courageous policy. T
admive him for his courage, but T deplore
his ignorance as to the policies of past
‘Governments,

The Premier: You are a genins.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
‘mier said that if my policy bad heen car-
tied out it would have cost the country
ten millions of money., I have no doubt
it would have cost the country that. Let
us examine for a few moments and see
what they have done with the money, and
my friends ean explain why they have
mot gone on with it. My poliey as an-
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nounced to the country in 1911, amongst
other things, included a sanatorium in the
hills.

The Premier: Amongst other things.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier has certainly carried out that por-
tion of my poliey because it is now al-
most tompleted. But university build-
ings were included and he has done no-
thing in that direetion.

Mr. Bolton: He has only paid your
debts.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We ont-
lined a big scheme of increaged expendi-
ture on immigration, They have done
nothing in this direstion. They have
gradually doled off the immigration
policy until, for the-period covered by
the past five months, we had only an ex-
cess of arrivals over departures of 5,000.
Railway constrietion was a big item in
that programme, and many railways were
outlined in it. The Yuna to Murchison-
Geraldton ratlway is only just being
talked about. 'The Southern Cross to
Marvel Loeh and Nevoria line is passed
out altogether. Where is the member for
Leonora that he may hear this in mind%
We outlined a railway to open up the
country in the Lake Marshall and Mount
Brown districts. No move has vet been
made there. 1 believe some promise has
heen made, but I am not sure. The ex-
tension of lhe Bolgart Ime is just com-
tenced. The Yillimining line, rutming
eastward and northward aceording o the
Advisory Board’s suggestion, has been
commenced, but has anything more been
done? The Burswood-Belmont line, to
eomplete the circle of the present branch
system, the Waogin-Darkan line, are also
in the policy, and the Busselton-Margaret
River line has not been commenced, al-
thougls 1t was promised. The broad
vange from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle and
to the naval hase, {o which all Govern-
ments have been bound and committed
for the past ten years, and whieh
my friends opposite put in their
Estimates and passed a Bill for some
two vears ago, has been abandoned.
Fremantle harbour, additional wharf ex-
tension on the north side and grain sheds,
grain storage accommodation, that por-
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tion of if is fairly well in hand, but net

yet completed, after three years. The
Bunbury inner harbour, Albany harbour
extension, Geraldtonr harbour extension
and prain sheds, the jetties of the North-
West, all these have never been tonched
by hon. members opposite. There is also
the Carnarvon jetty extension, the Onslow
jetty, Port Hedland extension, Broome
extension, Derby, the Wyndham chilling
and freezing works, and increased har-
bour accommodation. All these works
were included in that poliey which was
to eost the couniry 10 millions of money.
My friends have spent the 10 millions,
and the couniry has got nothing for it.
The only things my friends have done
are the sanatorimm, a section of the
Yillimining railway, and the Pinjarra-
Hotham railway extension. Otherwise the
policy is non-existent.

Mr. Bolton: You would have had that
poliey for a gunarter of a century.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: If my policy
was for a quarter of a century and was
to cost 10 milliens ¢f money. T have to
point ont that the present Government
kave spent nine millions of loan money in
three years, and have next to nothing fo
show for it. WWhat have they done with
that nine millions? Tt has gone. T ex-
pect something fo be shown on the face
of things as the resnlt of that expendi-
ture. My friend should tell ns where it
has gone to.

Mr, Thomas: We have the State sfeam-
ers.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: We have, of
cowrse, the abandonment of the chilling
and  canning works at Wyndham,
where——

The Premier: We jusl eame in in time
to save this country from the meat trust.
If yon had remained in, they would have
heen there before now, just as your Fed-
eral confreres have let them in at Port
Darwin,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Buf for the
abandonment of those works at Wynd-
bham, we would have had seores of small
cattle-producers in the North-West

The Premier: All in the hands of the
meat trust.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, FRANK WILSON: All depend-
ing on the freezing works, and protected
But, eontrary to a
policy of that deseription, which would
have decreased the cost of living, we have

against any lrust.

the whole thing hung up; and hung up,
forsooll, on the recommendation of the
Minister for Works., Mr. Johnson goes
up to the North, and he comes back again,
and he reports that the freezing works
al Wyndham are not required, and he
advises the Governmeni that the works
should not be constructed. He says what
the Government ought to do is to en-
courage the export of the cattle on the
hoof to Java and Manila and other
foreign countries. And that is the means
that the Goverument are adopting to
cheapen the food supply of the people
in the congesled areas down sonth. Did
anyone ever hear of swneh a suicidal
poliey? And the Cabinet sal in its wis-
dom, and endorsed that repert. To-day,
natwithstanding the warnings repentedly
given, that if we did 1ot seize our oppor-
tunity and make Wyndham what she is
evidenily intended to he, the outlet for
the whole of the caitle of our northern
territory and of the Northern Territory
of Routh Australin, works wounld he estab-
lished at TPort Darwin, and we shounld
gradually lose our trade in addition to
that of the Norihern Territory of Sonth
Australia, this is almost an aecomplished
facl. Here we have an agreement signed
by the Federa) authorities for the estab-
lishment of these very freezing works
some three or four miles ont of Port
Darwin; and fhe result will he that the
cattle of the Northern Territory of South
Australia will go there. and fhat gradu-
allv our eatlle from the northerm portion
of Western Australin will be drawn aceross
the horder to he trveated at Port Darwin.
1 never heard of such a foolish policy, in
all my days, te be adopted by what we
heped were commonsense Ministers. Then
there was the projected new dam in
the lills for the metropolitan water sup-
ply. That has never been touched. Tt is
a large expenditorve, and was sadly

needed. As regards abatioirs at Midland
Junetion and North Fremantle we are
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Just hearing now, in the tace of a general
election, that these abatioirs are to be
commenced,

My, Bolton: They are completed. They
have been running nine months.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: The seltle-
ment of the Sonth-West by dairy farmers
was also inelnded.

Mr. Bolton: 1 hope that is recorded.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T will with-
draw it.  They are jnst completed. We
staried the sale vards, and the Govern-
ment have just compleled the abattoirs.
The scitlement of {he South-West by
daivy farmers, inehuding the opeming up
by railway construction from Manjimup
to Denmark and Nannup to Deep River,
the place the hon. gentlemuan scorned,
were also ineluded, as recommended by
the Advisory Board. Ilomes for the
people were also ineluded i the poliey,
and this is aboui the main and prineipal
portion of that poliey whieh ihe Govern-
ment have attempled to carey ont. Tt
would be inleresting, wiih vepawd to the
workers” homes, to have the vecupations
and incomes of those who have received
advances or have had hiemes huilt under
the Aect.

The Premier: You can get them to-
morrow morning at my ofltee. if vou like.
right np io date,

Hon. PRANK WILSON: Why not
put them on the Table of the House? Tt
is publie information, and you might give
it. You might also stale the number that
applied under the leasehold provision and
the number under the freehold provision.
Of course, the point that lag to he driven
bhome in eonnection with the whole of this
resumé of policy and non-completion of
same is that whereas had we spent the 10
millions, the eounfry would have had these
beneficent works, the money has heen
epent by my friends epposite, and squand.-
ered in doubtful underiakings mainly,
and the conuiry has wot wot the works.
Our rvailwaxs, of course. az sanctioned
by Parliament priov to the present Gov-
ernment taking office. ave wradually heing
branght lo completion: but the cost to
the eourdry is enormonsly in excess of the
previous eost. This maller has heen de-

bated thme after time, until it 1= nawdly
necessary for me fo repeat lhe figures.
We bave the admission of the Minister
for Works that his railways, constructed
during the last three years, have cost this
couniry something like £500 or £600 per
mile more than an enual mileage of rail-
ways consiructed under our administra-
Lion.

Mr. Lander: Why do yon nol tell them
the reason why it is so?

Ion, FRANK WILSON: Becanse the
Governmenk have been squandering the
muney on expensive day labour without
proper supervision. 'That is the reason,

Mr. George: Hear, hear.

Hon, FRANIK WILSON: And the
sountry, of conrse, is paying the piper.
Just, for iustance, look at these figures
for a wmoment. Mr. Johnson, the Minis-
ter for Works, claimed that he is doing
twice as well as we were when we left
office.

AMr. Lander: Nobody shook any of his
rails, at any rate. e looked out for that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: [ do not
know thai anyone shook any of my rails,

A Bolton: Yes, they did.

Ilon. FRANK WILSON: Not
am aware of,

My, Lander: How did the rails vet on
at Noggerupp?

Hon. FRANK WILSOYN: The cheap-
est line that hiat versatile gentleman has
constrneted daring his term of office was
the Omairading-Nnnajin line, T think,
costing £2.000 per mile: and the cheap-
est Bines that T constructed during my
time rost 1,060, £1153, and €1,196 per
mile. Another good illustration, perhaps,
is the Greenhills-Quairading line. Tn my
time a =ection of that line was constrneted
by contraet and cost £1.426 per mile.
The present ocenpant of the Works De-
pariment hnilt another section. to Nnna-
gin, and it cost €2.000 per mile. Six
lundred ponnds per mile more, and simi-
lay eonntry and just exactly sumilar eon-
struetion,

Mr, Gill: A fully equipped line,

Ton, FRANK WILSON: Tust exactly
similar eonsiruetion. When vou also take
into rconsideration that railways were
muweh more cheaply and move expedi-

that I
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tiously constructed during our time, and
that the working railways earned in 1911
£1.844,000 and showed a profit of
£224,000 after paying the interest bill,
whilst in 1913 with a vevenue of
£2,037,000 they showed a profit of only
£25,000, you can see at onee the marked
difference between the administration of
the Liberals and that of the Tabour
party.

The Premier: Tell us the number of
new frucks and engines we have bought.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It is said we
slarved ihe railways for rolling stock.
Ninety locomoiives have been purchased,
and of these 60 were orderedin my time.
That is the way 1 starved the railways
for volling stock.

The Premier: You never paid for a
single locomotive. As a matter of fact.
you did not buy a box of maiches while
you were there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The man-
agement of the railways, the constrnetion
of the raiiways, and the mismanagement
in regard to butchers’ shops and steamers
and other things are equalled only by
the bungling of the Premier, more especi-
ally in eonnccltion with these sleeper con-
tracis. Here again, T want to point out
to him that, whilsl he was so bitter against
myself and others who had the temerity,
[ast session, to point out that he could not
possibly complele his cantraet in time—

The Premier: T did not say anything
of the sort, That is absolutely incorreet.
I never said I could not complete them.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I said yon
could nof eomplete your contract, and
you jeered at me.

The Premier: That is a different mat-
ter, then,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To-day the
Premier is in the unenviable position of
having to admit that the very statement
I then made has been absolutely proved.

The Premier: T do not admit anything
of the sort.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then let me
just point it out to the Premier.

Mr. Foley: The Federal candidates will
have to admit a lot when they go over.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Debating
this malter in the Assembly on the 30th
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July, 1913, I was ecriticising the State
sawmills and their adaptabilify for car-
rying out this eontract. After referring
Lo the expenditure that weuld naturally
be incurred, I pointed out that the capa-
eity of the mills was not suflicient to carry
out the terms of the contract which the
Government had entered inlo. I used
very pregnant words, very slrong words.
on that oeecasion, and wound up by say-
ing that disaster was imuminent, and that
it was apparent the Government would
never be able to carry out the terms of
the contract, and Lthat the country wonld
suffer enormous loss in  eousequence.
Later, T amplified that by snying that the
Government, with a mill eapaeity -at the
outside of 54,000 loads per annum, were
attempling to carrv out a eontract whiel
meant an output of at least 80,000 loads
per annum.  And T went on fo ask how
we could expect anything but disaster
to follow such maladminisiration, Of
conrse I was hanled over the coals for
this, and f was called unparliamentary
names for having daved to crificise the
undertaking and more especially the ad-
ministration of my friends opposite. In
fact the Minisler for Lands was wrath-
ful, and in a speech on the subsequent
day he said—

This kind of criticism is eharncteris~
die of the leaier of the Opposition, who
poses as a greal commercinl genins.
He has been telling my friend the
AMinisler for Works how ‘he ought to
run Dis sawmills, and warning him
about the pitfalis that arve sure to be-
fall him, He bas been telling my
friend the Premicr how to buy steam-
ers: in fact there is no subject under
the sun on which fhe leader offt the Op-
position does not elaim to be an author-
ity.

That was all right, but the unkindness
about the whole thing was the final para-
graph—
and yel we all know that bis path
through life appears to have been
strewn with failure.
It is unnecessary for me to admit that
lhis sort of thing, these gibes and jeers,
have to be put up with. Let us see how
the Premier has come out with regard te
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1he sawmills, In his puuushed inlerview
the other day he said that the output of
the mills day and night was 636,000
sleepers per annum,

The Premier: I do not think I said
anything of the sort.

Hon, FRANK YWILSON: Oh yes, the
Premier did. 1t is a litfle game of the
Premier t¢ interject that he did not say
such a thing, The Premier declared that
the full output day and night was 636,000
sleepers, equal te 40,000 loads, and he
previcusly said at His Majesty's theatre
in Febrvary last that the output was
72,000 sleepers per wenth. notwithstand-
ing that is mill manager had told him
that the eapacity was 53,000 slecpers——

The Premier: That is absolutely ineor-
rect.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: A capacity
which just equals the figures I gave the
House in July of last yvear, and altlrongh
1 was pointing out in the publie inter-
ests the pitfalls Ministers were drifting
into, T was jeered ai and ealled a financial
geniug and other similar names for my
pains,  Now the Premier charges Sir
John Forrest with weakness and blames
that gentleman for his own blunders.

The Premier: And CGregory for being
4 traitor. )

Hon., FRANK WILSON: T wish the
Premier would say that oufside; he wounld
et a warmer reception than he imagines.

The Premier: We have seen him under
the table before.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: That is a
nice thing to say. Senator Pearce also
declared that the Premier would recetve
little assistance from Sir John Forrest.
Tt is a marvellous thing that the Premier
goes over East and spends two months
in trying to adjust the contract, and then
in two days two public officers fix up
the whele matler. That again shows the
Premier’s marvellons husiness eapaeity.
He proceeds to the Eastern States at big
expense and spends a couple of months
there and returns in a worse position,
-and then two officers determine the ques-
tion almost immediately.

The Premter: It was on my snggestion
that the officers shonld meet.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the argu-
ments that the Premier used, he declared
that 500,000 sleepers would make serious
inroads on our jarrah forests. We have
eight million aeres of jarrah forests ac-
cording to the present Minister for Lands,
In a recent publication that Minister de-
clared that the tfotal wooded area of
Western Australia was estimaled at 98
milion acres, and that the marketable
timber was divided approximately as fol-
lows ;=—jarrah mainly, with blackbut and
red gum, 8,000,000 acres; karri, 1,200,000
acres; tuart, 200,000 acres; wandoo and
white gum, 7,000,000 acres; York gum
and others, 4,000,000 acres.

The Premier: That must have been
vour Minister.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It is the
publication of the preseni Minister for
Lands, and yet we have the Premier put-
fing fortle the argument that 500,000 jar-
rali sleepers would make serious inroads
in the jarrah forests. If the Premier had
earrvied out his promise to construct the
Mapgaret River railwav he conld have
turned (he hewers into that part of the
State, and they could have ent four times
e quantity of those jarrah sleepers
out of country alveady cut over. Is there
anything more disgraceful in connection
with this unhappy business than the Min-
ister for Lands’ admission that the tim-
her cufters’ licenses were stopped to bring
pressure to hear on the Commonwealth
Government. We know that is s, and
that the Government were prepared to
jeopardise the livelihood of many of the
hewers heeanse these novices in adminis-
tration of business affairs wanted to bring
pressure to bear on the Federal Govern-
ment, as the latier had cancelled the con-
tract which the State Government had
failed to earcy out. What a suvicidal
poliecy to attempt to injure our own
people in this way! _

The Premier: Whal we were short in
karri we promised to make up in jarrah.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier has admitted in public ubterances
that he over-estimated the capaeity of
his mills. He flonted the advice I gave
him with regard to the capacity of those
mills, and vet he says that if the Federal
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Giovernment had carried out their con-
tract. that is, taken delivery when the
Premier was able to deliver, there would
huve been no need to call for these ten-
ders.

The Premier: We promised fo make
up any shortage in Jarrah.

Hen, FRANK WILSON: T do not
lknow about that promise. 1 do not think
the 'remier promised 1o do anything of
the sort.

The PPremicr: Thank you very much;
vou nre a genlleman, as you always are.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Just about
einal with the Premier. In addition to
the reprehensible conduet of the Minister
for Lands in cancelling Lhe timber cut-
ters’ licenses, we have the Ministers going
round 1he Wastern States and blowing
as to what they can do at the Slate mills.
'The Minister for Mines, although court-
eous in demeanour, speaking in New
South Wales said {hat it did net matter
a rap whether the Tederal contract was
cancelled or not, hecanse tlhe mills would
be fully employed; then we have the as-
tonishing behaviour of the Minister for
Works who absolutely refuses, backed up
hy the Premier’s department, to give any
papers on the subjeet of these sawmills
to the I*owellising Commission,

The Premier: Not with the sort of
chatrman they had.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: Thal is a
zentlemanly remark 1o make. The exeuse
the Minister for Works gave Tor vefus-
ing {0 produce those papers, was that
they had his estimales of eosl on thein.
Why, they did not even know how to
caleulate the capacity of their mills!
Whai were their estimates of cost worth?
Not  the paper thev were written on,
Why did he not take those estimates off?
Ts anvone likely to take the Minister for
Works' estimates of the cost of the pro-
duetion of sleepers? Was any competi-
tor likelvy lo base his costs on the esti-
mates of the Minister? Were they not
more likelv to take their own experience
of past vears. of the acrual cost of pro-
duction, and hase their tenders on lhose
fizures? The thing is foo flimsy, it is
too paltry altogether. and it shows con-
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clusively (hat lhis matter has been mis-
mavaged from beginning to end. Now
our new contract provides—and, by the
way, [ presume it will he placed on ihe
Table of the House—thal 85,000 sleep-
ers

Tle Premier: 1t has been published in
extenso. is nol that suflicient?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We want
the original docoment. The contraet now
is for 85.000 sleepers, 9ft., 10in. x 5in.,
equaliing aboul 3,312 loads, and 415,000
&f1. 6Gin., 9n. x 3., equalling 22,046
loads. This contraet will keep the mills
in full swing for the next ten months
we were lold, thus proving that the
calgulafion J made here and which
1 gave the Premier the benefit of
with regard lo what he could do with
these sawmills, was accurate, and that
the figures T gave were such that he could
safely work upon instead of flying into a
tangent and getting into an unholy mess.
1 have seen the mill at Big Brook; it
is hardly in going order yet. The mills,
of course, are all right, as I said when
speaking on the snbjeet. The cost, T am
bonnd to say, will be extravagant when
we get the details of the establishment
of ithe powellising works in connection
with the mills. These are going te ecost
£30,000.  The permanent structure, I
think, is a mistake. The powellising
works ought not to have been put in the
karri forests, they ought to have been
at some central port of distribuiion where
supplies could be taken from all parts
of the jarral and karri country. To
gpend £30.000 an hnge concrete tanks,
whieh ennnot he removed, is nothing
short of folly.

The Premier: Did vou say you had
seen them: von said eonerete tanks.

Flon. FRANK WILSON: Conerete
foundations and channels. Tt is a mis-
take to spend £30,000 on permanent
works of this deseription in the karri
fores! where, aceording to experience. it
is estimated that the Himber supply will
last from 10 to 12 or 15 years. You
are not going o make that scheme
profitable, and T do not care what guan-
tity of limher may he there tn he treated;.
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is stire Lo be an énormous loss wien
works have to be removed elsewherc.
¢ Premier: Big Brook is going to be
cenire.

u. FRAXK WILSON: Yes, but you
ot going (o carry your timber uphill

you ean take it down to a mill, The
jer has also stated that brickworks

part of my policy. There is no

in that statement. Tt is fwo and
{ years since the Premier mentioned

speech that the Government were
ning particulars with regard to a
osal to establish State brickworks,
he then ndded that during the next
months these works would he in full
ation and turning out bricks ar half
then cost. I mervely want to remind
Premier that that was some fwo and
If vears ago and his brickworks are
furning out bricks at all for fthe
et to-day, let alome al half the cosl
3 it 1s that we emphasize and inslanee
Munders which have-been made by
Administration. And when we also

into consideration that vor immi-
ion bas fallen off enormously; that
five months ended 31st May saw only
eagre inerease of some 579 persons;
i (e opolicy has evidently heen
pped; that the cheapening of our
1 supplies, so often promised by the
mier and his volleagues, has resulted
o failure and a farce; that the land
lement which was so sucecessfully ear-
oul by my colleague the member for
tham, and the Administrabion with
:h he was connected, and which
ight prosperity to this counntry, has
1 practically killed; that the barbour
lities. which are essential to the pro-
procress and advancement of this
st counlry, are on paper only so far,
that the promises made to that port
*h T have the honour to represent,
zelton, for an extension of harhour
lities have been now disearded and
idiated, notwithstanding that they
g made in good faith; that the burden
taxation has been increased; that
ey has been raised from the people
th was unnecessary in face of the
mous revenue being derived by the

g

m

Treasurer; that Stale wmotey has heen
nsed to establish enterprises in eompebi-
tion with the citizens thewmselves and Lhe
taxpayers; that we earry oui a policy
of exterminating our own people regard-
less of the fact that the progress and
prosperity of any country depends upon
the individual effort rather than the
efforls that may be put forth by any
Administration; when we grasp the fact
that at (he present time there 15 un-
doubted unrest, there is a lack of con-
fidence strungly in evidence to the extent
that private capital will nol come freely
io our eountry—and how can we expect
it, seeing that if a man puts his eapital
into any indusiry in the Siate the very
next day the Government are out afier
his hlood, and want to establish from
State funds szomething to compete with
that man and exterminate bim®—when
we consider the tyranny of unionists,
fostered and winked at by the Administra-
tion and encouraged by hon. members
opposite; wlen we (hink of the ecar-
penters’ strike and the Youanmi miners’
strike, where 12 poor men engaged on
contraet work were honnded ont of You-
anmi, followed to Sandstone and hounded
gtill further from Sandstone, because they
had dared to sign a contract, nolwith-
standing that other parties were heing
engaged and had heen for years past,
on contract work under verbal agree-
ment

The Premier: Tt is only an cx-parte
statement; why not wait until it is
proved?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why not
wait! Why do you not send the men back
to Youanmi and protect them, so that
they may get on with their work? Is
the liberty of the subjecfs to be interfered
with in that way?

Mr. Foley: Where are those men now?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Some of
them are down here in Perth. Ts the
liberty of the subjeet to be interfered
with in that style, while, forsooth, we are
to wait until the Government can make
up their minds to move? When they do
move it is foo late, the men have gone.
I have on many occasions had to com-
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plain on the floor of the House of such
treatment, irealment which I helieve does
not receive lhe support of many of my
lahour friends opy:osile, although =ome
of thein are rabid enough te endorse it.
T have pretly well conelnded wmy task;
T have pointed out where the Government
nave utlerly failed finaneially, where the
borrowing has heen lavish and the ex-
pemditnre extravagan(; thal as compared
witl its condition under ihe Liberal Ad-
minislration this country is fast heing
run wnto debt up to ils very ears, if T
may nse the term; that the policy of my
friend opposiie seets to he that the more
nioney we can hovrow the hetler oiff we
are, and the higeer the overdrafl we ean
wet the more solvent are we. Sueh a
svstem has alwavs proved disastrous (o
the individual. and it will prove disastrous
to the nafion if the people see fit fo
permit our friends opposite to earry it
on for another term,

On motion Iy the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned 857 p.on.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 7th July, 1914.
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The PRESTDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read pravers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Workers’
Homes Board—Reports of the Chairman
for the years ended 30th June,
1912, and the 30th June, 1913. 2,
Workers’ Homes Aect, 1911, and Work-
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ers’ Homes Act Amendment Act, 1912—
Financial Stalement and Report for the
yeurs ended 30th June, 1912, and the
30th June, 1913, 3. Siatle Steamship
Service — Audil - Report and Balance
Sheet for year ended 30th June, 191,
4, Health Aect. 1911—Leederville Muni-
cipal Conneil—Amendnment of By-law 24,

ASSENT TO SUPPLY  RILL.
Message from the Governor receiveld
and real notifvine assend to the Soappiy

Bill, £1.379,650.

ADDRESS-IN-REPTY.
Fourth Day.

Dehaie resnmed from the 2nd July,

Hon. BR. .JJ. LYNN (Wesl): Since last
sesstonn. the hiennial elections Lor the
Jouneil have been held. and while e
Housze has henelited by the accession of
new memheis. 1.lesire {o make reference
io some of those gentlemen who are no
longer armongst us. 1 wish lo refer
gpecially 1o my late colleague, Mr, Moss,
who for many vears held prominent posi-
fions in Ministries. and was not only a
valnable member 1o the West provinee,
bat ene who renderved great ®service to
this State, a genileman whose opinion.
hon. members will asree, was valued in
this Chamher. T think T should mentinn
this in order (o have an appreciation of
his services reeorded on the pages of
Hansard. Will reference to the Gover-
nor's Speech. with the exception of the
re-appearanee  of many old familiar
Priends, there seems to be little olther than
a considerable amount of padding, (o-
gether with a enlogy of the administra-
lion of the present Government. While
congratulating the hon. Alr. Miliington on
his speech in moving the adoplion of the
Address-in-reply. and the hon. Mr. Cor-
nell on his speech in seconding the mo-
tion, I agree with the hon. Mr. Colebatek
when he said that the bon, Mr. Cornell's
idea of mending this Chamber is some-
what different from the attitude adopted
by that gentleman when he first took kis
seat in the House.  Doubiless the en-
vironment of this Chamber has had some



